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Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering. 
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(Concluded from p. 99.) 


Thus, my dear Catherine, have | 
endeavoured to describe to you, the 
lite and the death of an eminent chris- 
tian ; and let me ask you, would 1 
not be desirable to lead such a lite, |} 
and to die such a death, independent- | 
ly even of the eternal recompense of 
reward? Surely a life of peace and | 
joy, and a death of exultation and 
triumph, are, in themselves, prefer- ik 
able to any thing which this world | 
ean bestow. 

But, perhaps, vou will tell me you 
do not dispute this, but you wish to! 
know, how this precious Faith ts to) 
be obtained ? How ts it possible for 
us frail mortals, surrounded as we} 
are with the objects of time andj 
sense, and with a great variety of 
temptations, thus to live above the 
world ; thus to dwell among heavenly 
objects? | answer in the words of 
our Saviour—* With men, this ts tm- 
possible, lat with God all things are 
posstble.* * Draw nigh unto God, 
and he will draw nigh unto you.’t 
There is no spiritual blessings what- 
ever, but may be obtained from the | 
Almighty, by earnest, persevering 
prayer. But when you pray, beware | 
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of. formality. Many think, that when 
they have uttered before Ciod, a set 
torin of well-chosen words, they have 
done all that can be required of the im; 
but 1 would not call this praymg. 
When you pray, you should use the 
same earnestness and importunity 
which you would emp ‘loy in request- 
ing from an earthly friend, some fa- 
vour which you had very much at 
heart—and be solicitons also for an 
answer to your prayers. Many pray 
without even thinking of an answer ; 
and how can they expect to obtain 
ove? Surely you would not bestow 
a fevour upon any one, who, the mo- 
ment after having asked it, turned 
aWay without waiting for a reply, 
If you then would really desire to be 
renewed and sanctified, look up daily, 
{ might almost say hourly, to bin 
who alone can efiect this change ; 
and examine carefully, and frequent- 
ly also, into the state of your own 
mind, in order that you may ascer- 
tain, whether your prayers have 
been heard and answered. If you 
can perceive any symptoms of this 
blessed change in yourself, be thank- 
ful to God, and pray earnestly, that 
you may be renewed yet more and 
more, and pray to him tn faith, be. 
lieving that whet you ask of hun i 
the name af Christ, you shail in dug 
17 
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130 Miss Sinclair’s Letter on the Christian Faith, DECEMBER, 
time receive ; and this will give vi- | make progress in a spiritual life ; but 
gour and alacrity to your prayers. [ have long thought, that the writings 
[I have sometimes thought, that} and sermons of those who treat mere- 
real christinns may be said to ; ossess| ly of morality, are comparatively of 
an additional sense. ‘They see what] little use. ‘Co the outward means, 
is invisible to others. Like Stepben,} add inward endeavours.  Sirive to 
they bebol!, with their mental eyes, | believe—strive to attain to a realizing 
* "Lhe heavens opened, and Christ sit- faith. 
ting at the right hound «f God.* But} To explain what I mean by this 
we cab no more confer on ourselves | expression, | will make use of a fa- 
this additional sense, than we can add} miliar comparison. You entertain 
to the number of our bodily senses.| no doubt, of course that there is 
In fact, every conversion 1s so en-| such an empire as that of China, but 
tirely brought about by the agency | do not think of it perhaps above once 
of the Spirit of God, that it may be|)a year. Very different are your 
called a miracle; and only diflers| feelings with regard to your sister 
from the miraculous cures recorded} Julia. I believe, | may venture to 
in the gospels, in this respect, that} say, that not a day passes over your 
the latter were outward and visible |) head, in which you do not think of 


miracles, whereas the former is an} her; and that you frequently in- 


inward and invisible one. dulge in pleasing anticipations, of 
But bere | would remind you of}| what may pass between you when 
what happened to the blind man who || you meet again. 1 am far from con- 
was sent to wash in the pool ef Si- |demning these feelings. They are 
loam. Though the miracle was ‘per- |) amiable and commendable ; but I beg 
formed by the power of our Saviour || to remind you, that there is one to 
alone, it was his pleasure, that the whom you are infinitely more oblig- 
blind man should use the means | ed than you possibly can be to Julia; 
which he prescribed to him, Thus | and who ought to be as frequently 
it is with us. Though God alone | the subject of your thoughts. Think 
can convert us, we must not neglect of lim who expired in agonics, at 
the means of grace. The chief of |the very mention of which human 
these means, which ts prayer, | have | nature shudders, to atone for your 
already mentiones to you, but I would | sins. —Behold him, as it were, dying 
wish to say a few words concerning) on the cross for you.—Then direct 
the others. 1 your th  ughts to that place where he 
‘To prayer then, you should add a) still liveth, to make intercession for 
diligent study of the bible. It is not) you. Imagine the greatest and best 
enough to read it through, but you of all Beings, as looking down upon 
should study i carefully. Endeavour | you with an eye of inexpressible be- 
to ascertain its meaning ; and, for that) nevolence; and addressing you in 
purpose compare one scripture with ' these most encouraging words, * Come 
another, looking up to God for light | unto we, all ye thot labour, und are 
and direction in this most beneficial | heavy laden,and Iwill give you rest;’* 
exercise, You should also read fre- jand then ask yourself, whether there 
quently the works of evangelical || be any thing in this world, for which 
writers ; and hear, as often as you) it would be worth your while to turn 
can, the sermons of evangelical |! your back upon such a Saviour, and 
preachers. ‘The frequent perusal | to reject such gracious offers ? 
of religious books, is of the utmost | 
consequence to those who wish to} of these things now and then, or at 
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But it is not enough that you think 
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distant intervals. The oftener you 
think of them, the more pleasure you 
will take in such meditations, and the 
more you will feel inclined to indulge 
in them again. | must add, however, 
that you should not only think of| 
what Christ has done fur vou, but 
also of what you ought to do for bim. 
Endeavour to say with sincerity, 
David did, s What shall | pom ler to 
the Lord for all his benefits ” Let 
your look to Jesus be a look of grati- 
tude, and of imitation. Read with 
the utmost care, his life, his cis- 
courses, and the writings of his apos- 
thes, in order that you may ascertain 
how best to show your gratitude ; 
that you may learn how to live to him 
who died for you. Inshort, my dear 
Catherine, it is my earnest wish and 


entreaty, that you would use all these |, 


means and endeavours ; and use them 
tnumediately.—* Behold! now is the 
is the day of sal- 
vition.”t He who promises pardon, 
does not promise to-morrow ; and if 
you should now reject that hand, 


which is, as it were, stretched out to 
receive you, it may soon, (you know 


not how soon ) be withdrawn forever. 
I shall say no more upon this part of 
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mistake. | readily allow, that it is 
impossible to be always thinking of 
religion; neither is it possible for the 


| learned to be always thinking of their 


books, Yet surely there is a very 
‘considerable difference between a 
learned man and an ignorant one; 
im! to pursue the comparison a little 


as § further, though the learned may meet 


with many interruptions to their stu- 
dies, they are apt to look upon those 
interruptions as troublesome, and 
they ghily return to their studies 
when theycan., ‘Thus it is also with 
j the truly religious, 

Another objecuon which may per- 
haps be made to my system, is, that 
it is foo sfrict, and that all this siric t- 
ness is not necessary. ‘To this I 
woul! reply, Can we make ourselves 
too sure of heaven? IsnotSt. Peter's 
advice most wise and rational, * to 
sive all diligence to make our calling 
und election SURE fe An error on 
this side can lead to no bad conse- 
quences whatever. An error onthe 
other side, must be fatal and irre. 
trevable. Besides, every true chris- 
tion remembers, * That he is not his 
own ; that he is bought with a sore 
with no less a price than the bloo 








my subject. | have already extend- 
ed this Letter to a much erecter 
leneth than I at first intended, but I 
felt unwilling to leave any thing un- 
gaid, that | thought might be of use ; 
* hither to explain the doctrines cf the 
Go spel, or to tmpress them upon your 
mand,’ 

I am now about to conclude; but 
before I do so, | would wish to saya 
few words, in order to obviate some 
objections which may perhaps occur 
to yourself, or which may be suggest- 
ed to you by others. 

The first of these which I shall 
hotice is this ; you may perhaps be | 
told, that according to my system, 
you must always be thinking of reli- 


and the agonies of the Son of God; 
and this thought is of itself enough to 
set himfree tor ever, from all absurd 
apprebensious of heing too strict, 
But some perh: aps may tell you, 


' 
' 
| that if you lead such a life as [ have 


been describing, you will be singular 
and particular. To such | would 
answer, that the people of God are 
es described in scripture, * 1s 
a peculiar people’ |--we are told, 
* That they are not of this world ;* 
that they love not the world ;*#**—that 
hey are not conformed to the world, tf 
that they are crucified to the vorld,’t 
| These are striking texts. * But above 
all [ would wish you seriously to con- 
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t 2 Cor. vi. 2, § 2 Peter, i, 10, 





gion, which is impossible, 
Lut this objection is founded on 


|| Titus, ii, 14. FT Romans, viii. 29. 
** 1 Cor, vi. 19, 20; and vii, 23, 
tt John, xv. 19; and xvii, 16, 








*Matt.xi.28. + Psalin, cxvi. 12, 
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18 Letters to a NWiec 
sider, the very remarkable words of 
our Saviour limself—* Enter ye in a: 
the strait gate; for wide is the gate, 

and broad is the way that leadeth to 
destruction, and many there be which 
go in thereat ;— Because strait is the 
rate, and nurrow is the way wwhich 
Veadeth unto life, and few there be that 


find it.’* 


That you, my dear Catherine, and || 
every member of our family, may be- 
Jong to that happy few ;—imay know 
by experience the change 1 have } 
been describing ;—and may re Joie e 
in Christ Jesus, both in time and in 
eternity, is the sincere and earnest 
prayer of your affectionate sister, 

HANNAH SINCLAIR. 





For the Repertory. 
Letters to a Niece —No VIII 

Dear Ellen—I was more grieved 
than surprised to learn that such per- 
sons as you describe, do sometunes 
find admittance into your circle. 
Alas ! there are enemies of the cross 
of Christ in every place. Could vice 
be always presented i in its native de- 
formity, divested of all false colour- 


ing, and exhibiting ouly in the odious | 


and revolting practices of those who 
are avowedly profligate and profane, 
the observation of the poet, that 


* Vice is a monster of such hideots meio, 
* As, te be hated needs but tu be swen: 


might be partially verified, at least, 
with those who possess cultivated 
and delicate minds ; and we like 
yourself, have been provider tially 
preserved from the polluting alinos- 
phere of notorious wickedness. In 
such persons, the prince of darkness 
well knows, that gross immorality, s 


far from alluring, can only create dis- ! 
gusi in accomplishing, therefore, | 


bis creat work of uman destruction, 
he very wiscly adapts his instruments 
to the various situations, tastes, and 
capacities of his intended victims. 


He does not disdain the services of 


the meanest of his subalterns, when 
their abilities are proportionate to 


# Matt. vii, '3. 
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the end im view; but he selects from 
the train of nis followers, those of a 
| higher grade, tosuit particular exigen- 
leies. ‘Thatthe individuals, to whom 
your letter alludes, hold a pre-emi- 
nent rank among this class, I feel no 
Liesitation in declaring; and, even were 
not previously acquainted with your 
sentiments, tidelity to your soul would 
compe ‘| me to do so, even at the risk 
of incurring your displeasure. I 
ih ave neither the ability nor inclina- 
tion to enter into a minute investiga. 
tion of the peculiar tenets of these 
| Proteus-like beings ; but duty, and 
affection to you, forbid that | should 
be wholly silent as to their motives. 
These prime agents of Satan, who 
exalt reason, and what they call moral 
virtue, at the expense of religion, are 
no less hostile to christianity than the 
, veriest athiest on earth, and infin ‘itely 
more dangerous to its cause, since, 
toa sed tlous observance of all the 
decencies and proprieties of polite 
lite, they add, the exterior graces of 
“engaging manners and agreeable con- 
'_versation, aided, not untrequently, 
by the advantages ofsuperior talents, 
a refined tast e,and finished education; 
Which eminently qualifies them for 
disseminating their pernicious princi- 
ples, disguised in smooth and plansi- 
ble sophisms ; and presenting their 
_youtbtul associates with palatable po- 
tions, composed of the most deleteri- 
ous and poisonous ingredients. ‘I hey 
lave not, indeed, the hardihood to 
appear openly under the banners of 
‘intidelity, bat are content to act as 
pioneers, and in a dark and covered 
o | Ways and under the deceptive mask 
of specious morality, endeavour to 
sap the foundation of that very reli- 
gion, which is the only spring-be ad 
und source of all true morality. Ex- 
vending to these deluded mortals that 
charity which hopeth all things, I 
shall dismiss them with sincere pray- 
ers, that, ‘ God may give them re- 
pentance, to the acknowledging of the 
truth ;> earnestly recommending to 
Fyou the aposile’s advice, * Prom 
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such turn away :’ and, should they 
again presume to argue against reli- 
gion in your presence, tell them that 
your religion includes both reason 
and morality, but far exceeds them. 
That you may have good grounds for 


your assertion, let us take a bref 


view of the morality which religion 
involves. ‘The term religion, im- 
plies a knowledge of God, his attri- 
butes, perfections ; and government 
of ourselves. as rational, moral, fallen 
creatures ; of the way in which of- 


favour ; and of mankind in their va- 
rious relations to us. It consists in 
an unreserved regard to the daties 
resulting from our nature and condi- 
tion, and the relation in which we 
stand to our Creator and our fellow 
beings. It is ‘a reasonable service,’ 
as it is founded in knowledge ; so it 
enlarges the mind, exalts and refines 
its powers, and gives them their pro- 
per direction and employment. Ke- 
ligion, conscious of human weakness, 
rests on divine revelation ; but, in ex- 
amining the evidence, design, and 
meaning of revelation, admits the aid 
of reason. It is calm in its inquiries, 
deliberate in its resolves, and steady 
in its conduct. It cherishes modest 
aud humble thoughts ; 1s open to hight 
and conviction, and labours tor in- 
provement; itis mild and peaceable 
in its disposition, temperate, candid, 
and condescending in its manners ; 
studies to promote love and union 
among men, in civil and religious so- 
ciety; reprobates none for triviai 
differences ; attends chieily to things 
of solid importance, and regards as 
brethern all true followers of Christ, 
whatever name they bear. li con- 
demns vice, and errors which lead to 
it; approves virtue, and the trut/is 
which promote it, whether in friend 
or enemy. It aims to please God by 
a constant observance of his injunc- 
tions; and, under an unwavering be- 
hef of the divine origin, and iunut- 
able trath of revelation ; penitenily 
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relies on mercy through the grand 
itis ftir. and 
collected in danger, uniform in duty, 
content and placid in adversity, hum- 
bly trusting in the wisdom and equity 
of the supreme government. in a 
word, religion improves the intel- 


‘leet, recites the will, softens the 
* 

‘temper, calms the passions, gives 
peace to the conscience, renders 





{ . . 
_every relation of life. 
fenders may be restored to the divine | 


————SSaa— 


inen courteous, friendly, and beneti- 
cent to each other, and usefal in 
Lam much 
nustaken, my dear Ellen, if you do 
not discover, even tn this hasty and 
very unpertect sketch of christian 
morality, that it very fur exceeds the 
schemes of those with whom yoa 
lately conversed, 

As tothat more harmless, but equal- 
ly erring class of moralists, who pro- 
fess to draw not only their system of 
ethics, but all their hopes of saiva- 
tion also, from an often quoted text in 
the bible, * to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God,’ | would earnestly press them 
seriously to examine, whether there 
is not infinitely more unplied in the 
two first articles of their adopted 
creed, than they are aware of, and 
| whether or not there ik an immense 
‘disparity between their rule and their 
pracuce, respecting the last clause of 
this much perverted verse. I would 
suggest the following inquiries: Does 
he walk humbly with God, who pre- 
tends to be wiser than God, by setting 
up his own purblind reason as a stand- 
ard whereby to judge of the wis- 
dom, equity, and4propriety of the de- 
crees and appoitments of God ? does 
he walk hambiy with God, who dar- 
ingly presumes to make God a liar, 
by disbelieving his word, and virtual- 
ly contradicting his positive declara- 
tions / and lastly, does he walk hum- 
‘bly with God, who habitually and 
| practically reiuses to be governed by 
his laws, and guided by his precepis? 








* Palk they of morals? O, thou bleeding love! 





* Thou Moker of new morals to mavkind, 
« Lhe giand woralaty is love of thee.” 
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{n my last, I endeavoured to pointy tablished by its doctrines, anim:Ned 


out to you the nature and necessity 
of conversion ; let us now inquire 
more minutely into the change it pro- 
duces in the will and affections, and 
the influence it has on the lite and 
deportment of him who has really 
experienced it. If the heart be re- 
newed, the life will of necessity be 
reformed, and holiness will be its 
genuine result. As there is acertain 
disposition and taste which charac- 
terizes the man of the world, and 
which operates as a powerful princi- 
ple in the regulation of his whole con- 
duct, so the believer, in his new birth, 
receives ap opposite principle, which 
gives a new propensity to his mind, 
and a new bias to his affections, from 


| by its examples, and consoled by its 


prospects, Its richness, its simplicity, 
its purity, its effect, render it an inva- 
luable treasure in his estimation ; it is 
iin the glass of the gospel in which he 





_sees those divine and heavenly things 
'of Christ, which the Spirit takes and 
shows unto him. The sun of truth 
rises with increasing radiance on hie 
mind, and as his knowledge ts of the 
vest kind, it cannot fail to be produc- 
tive of the best feelings. It is true, 
that in proportion as he advances, 
the more does he see of his own ig- 
norance ; but this only leads him te 
appreciate that light which alone can 
direct to eternal felicity. The near- 
er he approaches to the fountain of 





which new hopes, desires, words, and, intelligence, the more he is humbled 


actions must proceed, 


Let his cir-| under a sense of his own contracted 


ewmstances and attachments, in other | powers ; but this is no barrier to hie 
respects, be what they may, whether) progress, it rather stimulates bim to 


; nee 1) ge 
he be rich or poor, learned or illit-) be more diligent. 


erate, he is a new creature im Christ 
Jesus ; old things are passed away, 
all things are become new ; his new 


The infinite love- 
|liness of his divine mind appears se 
delightful and glorious to him, that he 
desires to know more and more. 


} 


| 
relation to Christ, and the people of | (To be continued.) 
God, together with his new obliga: | aac eg 
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tions, interests, pursuits, and satisfic- 
tions, have superseded those which 
formerly prevailed ; even the same 
actions that he formerly did, are now 
performed from new principles, and 
ip a new manner ; his attention to re- 
lative and social duties, bis diligence 
in worldly business, spring from new 
motives, and receive a new direction; 
in short, a radical and abiding change 
takes place in his whole character. 
The same spirit of grace which be- 
fore convinced him ofsin and of right- 
Ousness, now acts as his sanctifier, 
renews him in knowledge and true 
holiness, and gradually restores to 
the soul that image of God which sin 
had defaced. As the understanding 
of the christian becomes more en- 
lightened, he discerns more of the 
excellency, and feels more of the 
energy of the sacred scriptures ; he 
finds himself cautioned by its warn- 
ings, encouraged by its promises, es- 


Gentlemen—The following is an 
extract from Wan.’s History of Bap- 
tism, Part I. p. 162—165. London 
kdit. 1705. Should you deem it 
worthy a place in your pages, it is at 
your disposal. A FRIEND 





Our author had been quoting some 
passages from St. Austin’s Letter to 
St. Jerome. written, he supposes, 
Habout A. D. 288, And, respecting 
them, he says— 
| ‘There is one thing more observ- 
‘able from the two last passages of 
St. Austin, viz. That there was no 
such thing then used, as private bap- 
tism of children in houses, except in 
cases of the greatest extremity: and 
that even sick children were carried 
‘to the church, if it were possible : 


| For itis of such that he says. ‘‘ men 


do hasten and run with them to be 





‘baptized while they are alive, lest 





te 
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when they be dead there be nothing ))come that lazy and irreverent cus- 
to be done. Kc.’ It was to the }tom which took such deep footing 
church that they run, where there | among the people in the late cisor- 
were large fonts or baptisteries in | derly times.” 

which infants or grown persons might | Passing over four or five para- 
be put into the water. And it has, graphs, he again remarks ; © At pre- 
gince been decreed ina general coun- || sent they and their people make this 
cilin Trudlo. Can. 50, that baptisms || house-bapusm the most ordinary way 
shall not be in private chapels, but) ot administering that sacrament, be 
in the public church. ithe child sick or well. And in Lon- 

‘This was so generally observed, |) don, and in other places where an 
from the time that churches were] of them are, a clergyman of the 
built, till of late days,* that we read ‘Church of England, cannot, if he 
ef many kings’ sons, and kings them- | would, bring his people to the obser- 
selves, converted to the christian | Vation of the foresaid order of the 
' 


faith, that received their baptism in |i church ; because, if any humour- 
the church. Whereas, now-a-days, | Some man or woman of his parish 
persons of much lower rank take the | have a mind to have their child, 
state upon them, to expect it to be though in never so good health, bap- 
brought home to their children, tho’ |) Wed tn his house, and he deny them, 
they are well. And there they put ithe next thing ts, they, ina pet, send 
a great contempt upon it, by making tor one of these men who are always 
it a formal ceremony, subservient to || ready to do it. 
their belly-cheer, and a drinking feast,}| “* Phere are no orders ef the 
little regard being given to the holy church that do come, in process of 
sacrament, or the prayers used there- |j Ume, to be more grossly and univer- 
af. sally abused, than those that begin 
“ In cases of urgent necessity, the | first to be dispensed with, for the 
ancients did indeed baptize any where; || state and character of peisons con- 
in the house, in the bed, &e. rather Jcerned in them. This was first 
than the party should dic without it. i] granted as a privilege of kings or 
I mean to give, by and by, several) kings S0G8, af it appears by the de- 
proofs of that. [This he did in Part | eretals of Clement the Fifth, and by 
1. in Chap. 9,$2.]  Butthey never! Council of Cologne, where it is or- 
did so but in such cases. . dauned, that none but they should be 
“ The Church of England allows | baptized at home. Afterward it came, 
of baptism by a minister, m private | l suppose, to noblemen, and so to 
houses, in cases of necessity, but| other richmen, And as every body 
gives positive order that it be not, @lects the name and state of gentility, 
used except in case of danger of the they think themselves hardly dealt 
child’s death ; and that such a child) With, af they be accounted in this 
if it lived, be brought to the church, | matter inferior to such or such of 
and his baptism declared there. And, “el” neighbours. 
some bishops and curates of the said , eX Phis and many other instances 
church do show a zeal to have this, Of lke nature that might be given, 
order, which has of late been so much | should teach the clergy to take care 
neglected, put again in due execution. chow they make any beginning of 
But others of them seem more indif- breaking that rule of scripture given 
ferent about it. And in most places by St. James, chap. li. ver. 1, 2, 3, 
it is found a difficult thing to over- against any respect ot persons to be 
Shown in church matters, for if you 
® The reader will remember that this} OPCe begin, there is no stop to be 
Was published in 1705. imade afterwards. Therefore, the 
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avnod of Aix, in 1485, determined, 
That no curate or other prie st should, 

under pain of excommunication, go to 
any house. not even of a nobleman, to 


administer baptism, except in case of 


mecessity ; and that no case should be 
taken to be of necessity but when the 
child’s life is in danger.” 





On the Duties of Sponsors —(communicated.) 

In the exhortation found at the end 
ofthe baptisinal service, in the prayer 
book, we find that it is the ** part and 
duty of sponsors, to see that the in- 
fant for whom they stood, be taught, 
$0 soon as it 1s able to learn, what a 
solemn vow, promise, and profession, 
it has made by them,” at its baptism. 

This regulation, however much } 
it may have been neglected, is of no 
little consequence ; and were it lived 
up to as it should be, the Episcopal 
Church would assume a widely dif- 
ferent appearance. 

The infant mind is capable of re- 
reiving impressions very early. It 
has sometimes, with how much just- 
ness | will not pretend to say, been 
compared to a sheet of white paper, 
on which you may put whatever you 
lease. The analogy however will 
not hold good throughout. If you 
put nothing on the p: iper, it will re- 
miainso. Buti virtuous impressions 
be not made on the young mind, vi- 
cious ones will be. So that if it be | 
not formed to habits of virtue, 
be to habits of vice and wickedness. 
It is therefore all important that reli- 
gion and virtue be early taught, be- 
fore the mind become prejudiced 
against them, or taken up with other 
things. Train up achild in the way 
he should go, saith the scripture, and 
when he is old he will not depart from 
it. And the remark is just, that early 
impressions are the most lasting. 

Hence, sponsors, as soon as the 
child should be able to learn, are re- 
quired to see that it ts taught what a 
solesin vow, promise, and profession 
they have inde j in tts behalf. 1 need 


rot enter largely into the reasons of 
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this requirement. becaure it is one of 

the conditions which sponsors are 
| supposed to consent to, in order that 
the child may have aclaim to be bap- 
it is therefore a condition 
which they are at liberty to impose 
on themselves or not. If, however, 
| they do, they are bound to contorm, 
and that most solemnly. Shall spon- 
sors bring forward their infant, and 
promise that it shall renounce the de- 
vil, and all his works, the pomp and 
vanity of this wicked world, and all 
the sinful lusts of the flesh? Shall 
they promise that it shald believe all 
the articles of the Christian faith ; that 
it shall keep God's holy will and com- 
mandments, and walk in the same all 
the days of its life? Shall they pro- 
‘mise that they shall do all this, and 
yet instruct them nothing about it ? 
Such inconsistency is too glaring to 
admit of any apology. How can the 
child ever know these things, if it be 
notinstructed in them? And if it is 
| ignorant of them, how can it possibly 
| practise them? And if it does not 
practise them, is not its baptism worse 
than useless? Uf, however, it knows 
What it promised, and then does not 
perform it, it is guilty of breaking 
the vows it made to God, and deserves 
merited punishment. But if the 
Sponsors neglect to instruct the child, 
ithe crimini ility of its disobedience, 
rests wholly on themselves. And if, 
for want of timely instruction, it 
shoudd go to pei rdition, are they guilty 
of any thine less than its damnation ? 
| Viewed in this light is it not all im- 
portant, that sponsors should early 
instruct those for whom they stand, 
in the duties required of them? Most 
assuredly it is. 

In proceeding with my remarks, I 
shall inquire, in the first place, What 
the duties of sponsors are ? That they 
should ever be ignorant of them, or 
neglect to perform them, is a melan- 
choly consideration. Yet that such 
is the fact with too many, cannot be 
so much wondered at, when we re- 
flect, that they are so seldom mention- 


j uxed. 
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ed from the pulpit. It may be in- 
deed alleged, as some excuse for not 
doing so, that they are very plainly 
land down in the prayer- -book, in the | 
exhortation before referred io. And, 


were unaccustomed to attend public 
worship. The Sabbath-day too, is 
respected and hallowed, in propor- 
tion as this duty is attended to. And 
wherever you tind children running 


in speaking of them, l shallioliow the jaboat the streets, and engaging in 


course in which they are there pre- | 
sented to us. 
In order that the child mity 


the better know what a solemn vow, | 


promise, and profession, has been 
made by them, the sponsors are re- 
quired, ** to call upon it to hear ser- 
mons.” 

That children should be early ac- 
customed to attend on the solemn ser- 
vices of public worship, is certainly a 
wise and useful requirement. It is. 
true, there is an impropriety in carry- 
ine those to church, who are so 
young, as to be under no restraint. 


(sports and plays on that holy day, you 
imay take for granted, that it is i part 
| owing to a neglect of attendance at 
church. 

2d. But the directions proceed to 
state, ** that chiefly sponsors shall 
Pree ide, that the child may learn the 
Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, the Teo 
iC mnancments, and all other things, 
woaich a christian ought to know and 
| believe to his soul's health.” 1 will 
'speak of each of these in their turn. 
First.—The ** Creed” is the first 
thing mentioned. And how suitable 
la piece of instruction ts this. It was 





But as soon as they are capable of | composed in the earliest ages of chris- 


Knowing right from wrong, and of be- | 
having with propriety, it is highly) 
proper, if it can be done, that they | s 
should regularly attend. It cannot, | 
indeed, be expected, that the instruc- 
tion they would gain, would be very | 
great. But they will there see and: 
heir the Almighty God adored and | 
reverenced ; his praises sung, and 
his worship performed. ‘These scenes 
are calculated to make impressions || 
on their young and tender minds, not. 
easily forgotten, and such as are emi- | 
nently useful. 
to their spiritual and eternal weltare. | 
Aud when once they have the habit 
écontirmed, it will be’ a matter of 
course, that the Sabbath day wili tind 
them at the house of God. We need. 
not, however, resort to arguinent, to) 
show the influence and usefulness of 
a regular attendance at church. Com- 
pare those families, who have accus- 
tomed their children to this course, 
with those who have not, and the dit- | 
! 


ference will be plainly seen. If you 
will take the pains to inquire, you) 
will find that those who are guilty of | 
the lowest, and most degrading vices, 
and those who are the most openly 
wicked, are such, as in their youth, 


Vol. Ll. No. V. 


They may be blessed | 


tianity. It has ever since been con- 
tinued in the church, and is univer- 
sally allowed to contain a correct sum- 
mary of the doctrines of revelation. 
Here the child learns, that there is a 
jgreat and powerful God, who made 
the heavens and the earth, and all 
that they contain. Here it learns 
that there is a Saviour, by whom sins 
4 can alone be saved, together with 

is history and his ¢ harac ter. Here 
i learns that there is a Holy Spirit, 
by whom the heart is enlightened and 
sanctified. Here, too, it learns the 
‘forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the coming of the 





|judgment day, when the wicked shall 


be cast into everlasting punishment, 
but the righteous admitted to the h: ip- 
piness of heaven. And what ideas, 
let it be asked, are better calculated 
to influence the infant mind, to the 
practice of what is right, than these # 


| It is indeed recessary, that the child: 


should not only commit the Creed to 
memory, but that also it be explained 
to it. Such practical remarks and 
instructions as are eas!!y understood, 
should be made, so that the child may 
be able to profit by learning it, for i1 
will not otherwice. 
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Secondly.— The next thing mention- 
ed, is the “* Lord’s Prayer.’ It would 
seem, that prayer is one of the most 
natural duties we owe our Son 
Children are accustome 
first dawnings of reason, to ask the ie 
earthly parents for what they want. 
And why should not the children of 
our Heavenly Parent, ask him to sup- 

ly their necessities, and their wants. 

To teach then, the young mind to 
look to God, as the author of all its 
mercies, and to supplicate his favour 
and his blessings, is undoubtedly | 
the sponsor's duty. And, as the 
Lord's Prayer was given us by the | 
Saviour himself, and contains the sum 
and substance of all that we can pray |} 
for, with any hope of receiving, it is | 
peculiarly proper that children should 
early learn it. This should also be 
explained to them, in order that they 
may understand its comprehensive 
nature. They will then learn the 
manner in which they are to pray, 
and what they are to pray for. 
Thirdly.—The ** Ten Command- | 
ments’’ too, are to be learned. These 
contain a rule of life, and embrace 
both our duty to God and to man. 

They are given to us ina plain and 
intelligible manner, so as to be com- 
prehended by the weakest capacity. 
And, as they are the commands of Je- 
hovah, can ‘they be learned by us too 
early in lite?) They are a guide to 
our feet and a lamp to our path. And 
it we but follow them, they are cal- 
culated to make us beloved by God, 
respected in the world, and happy 
um death. How important is it, then, 


that children should early become ac- | 


quainted with them, and be instruct- 
ed in the importance of strictly ad- 
hering to them. The neglect of 
obedience to them, is the only rea- 
son that vice and wickedness so gen- 
erally prevail. Were they obeyed as 
they ought, we should see God re- 
verenced, and his duties performed ; 
—we should see religion flourish, 
and vice and irreligion no longer re- 
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should we see peace and harmony 
h prevail, and all the rankling passiong 
of the human breast, give place to 
/ universal love. 

Fourthly.—But, beside all these, the 
| sponsor is required to tmstruct the 
child, ** in all other things which a 
chrisuan ought to know and believe 
|to his soul’s health.” Here is open- 
ved a wide field for instruction. Here 
ithe deep and universal depravity of 
jhuman nature,—ihe necessity of a 
| change of heart, of repentance of sin, 
lof. faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
‘holiness of heart and life, present 
themselves as subjects to be noticed. 
Here the bibie in full, puts in its 
claim, to be placed in the hands of 
the learner. Children should read 
it as soon as they are able ; and be- 
fore this, it should be read to them. 
‘* Make them read the scriptures,” 
said Theophylact, an ancient saint, 
“* which is the duty of all christians. 
For, is it not a shame, to instruct them 
‘in heathen authors, whence they may 
learn bad things, and not instruct them 

i in the oracles of God.” 

Catechising may here be mention- 
ed, as eminently useful. It is a prac- 
tice, which has had the sanction of 

‘the pious of every age. And it 
would seem, that the sponsor wha 
neglects this duty, is criminally igno- 
rant, or forgetful of the importance 
of his charge. Perhaps no manner 
of instruction is so well adapted to 
the youthful capacity, or presents so 
many opportunities of inculcating use- 
ful precepts and religious truths. It 
may not be amiss here, to recom- 
mend to sponsors, that instead of giv- 
ing those for whom they are answer- 
able, novels, romances, and story 
books, they should give them the 
lives and memoirs of pious men, of 
pious women, and of pious youths : 
a great number of which are to be 
found. They are very useful and 


———— 








protitable—calculated to excite those 
who read them, to follow the good 











examples there exhibited to their 
They improve the heart, and 


view. 
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are powerful aids in reforming and)/contrary to his instructions, what 


‘influencing the conduct. Nor are 
they by any means destitute of inter- 
est. The salutary effect of bnogra- 
phical writings are tco well known, 
to need any commendation trom me, 
and they need only to be more known 
to have amore extensive influence. 
3d. Having said thus much, on the 
instructions sponsors are to give, we 
proceed to state that they are requir- 
ed to see that * the child be virtuous- 
ly brought up to lead a godly and a 
christian life.” This is necessary, 
in order to render the instructions 
given, of any effect. For, unless 
such a course ‘is pursued, they all 
will be in vain. Sponsors must im- 
pose some restraint on those for 
whom they stand, if they would have 
their instructions do them any good. 
They must restrain from vice, from 
sin, and wickeduess. They musi ad- 
vise, persuade, and counsel, with ten- 
derness and affection. They must 
watch over them, and endeavour to 
preserve them from evil. Satan has 
a thousand arts, to lure the young and 
inexperienced into ruin. He endea- 
vours to present religion to them as 
an wonecessary restraimt,—as some- 
thing calculated to render them me- 
lancholy and morose, and deprive 
them of all the enjoyments of life. 
But vice, he dresses up in charms the 
most attractive ; and would fain make 
them think, that all the pleasure and 
happiness they seek, are found in its 
delusive paths. To caution them 
against satan’s devices, and the snares 
and allurements of the world, is the 
sponsor's task ; for he takes upon 
him the part of a guide and protector. 
But how far, permit me to inquire, 
can he do this, unless his own life is 
what it ought to be! If he is ignorant 
of religion, how can he instruct those 
in it for whom he stands? Or, if he 
is able to instruct them, if his life is 


weight will they have / 4) at regard 
'will be paid to them! Might not the 
child, (L will suppose that it as) past 
the years of childhood,) might it not 
say, what you tell me may be very 
good, but you cannot deem it of much 
importance ; if you did, you would 
practise it yourself, But as you do 
not, | am sure, | may as well not. 
And thus, all his instructions will be 
vainand useless. Experience proves 
it to be true, that tf parents or spon- 
sors live contrary to the advice they 
give their children, their advice is 
disregarded, and they themselves less 
respected by them, For they say 
and do uot. Hence arises the im- 
portance, of sponsors net only in- 
structing and counselling their god- 
children, as they are in duty bound, 
but also of having their own lives and 
conduct in conformity with their pre- 
cepts and advice. In short, they 
should themselves be all that their 
children could be wished to be made. 

To their instructions they should 
add prayer, that God would accom- 
pany them with his blessing. ‘To 
their advice also they should add it, 
if peradventure he would give them 
a hearing ear, and a willing mind; 
for without his assistance we can do 
nothing. And, however much we 
may need the special aid of our 
heavenly father, we cannot reason- 
ably expect it, if we do not ask it, 
_ And, that sponsors need almighty aid, 
few who have considered the solemn 
duties binding upon them, will doubt 
‘for a moment, their task requires 
‘the most assiduous attention. And, 
if they would labour successfully, 
their endeavours must, in this case, 
‘if in any, be attended with sincere 
jand fervent prayer; for hopeless is 
the state of a prayerless man, ané 








‘little is the good he can hope to do, 








(To be continued.) 
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MISCELLANEOUS DEPARTMENT. 


For the Repertory 
Skeich of the Life of the late Mrs. Mary Hesse line. 
(Cootinued from page 108 ) 

In the following extracts from Mrs. 

esselius’s Journal, such parts only 
are selected, as are judged conducive 
to a more particular developement 
of her character, than could be well 
afforded by any description which a 
different pen might attempt to draw. 
The private diary ofa retired female 
can hardly be interesting or useful, 
but as it serves to discern the ordi- 
nary workings of the author’s mind, 
and to perfect the exhibition of her 

rivate character. A detail of strik- 
ing incidents must not be expected ; 
as it is less our design, in introducing 
the extracts, to entertain our readers 


by a recital of extraordinary occur-| 


rences in the life of Mrs. Hesselius, 
than to instruct them by showing in 
what manner she improved the most 
common. The portion of her journal, 
from which we copy, commences with 
the beginning of the year 1797, and 
extends to the 8th of April, 1820; 
within nearly a month of her death. 
Janvary 1, 1797 

“ The renewed mercies of my 
merciful and gracious God, demands 
my renewed gratitude ; and I desire, 
with all humility, to repent for my 
offences of omission and commis- 
sion, the year past, and implore the 
grace of God to keep me for the fu- 
ture, and to prepare me for a blessed 
eternity.” 


> 


January 2, 1797. 
** | spent this day at my friend 
Mrs. Y.’s, by invitation. There were 
soine that | did not expect to see ; 
and, in all, a large party. This is 
never agreeable to me; for, as the 
world has no longer need of my so- 
ciety, so | am also tired of its empty 
shows and ceremonies.” 
January 4, 1797 
‘* Went this day to see an old ac- 


quaintance, whom I had not seen for 
96 years. ‘Time has made great al- 


terations inus both. O! that we may 
be prepared for happiness in an un- 
alterable state.”’ 


Jannary 8, 1797: 
6 Very unwell with a nervous 


headach. It being sunday, | could 
not attend worship—read a sermon 
‘on Justification—read Bishop Wat- 
son’s Reply to Gibbons and 'T’. Paine, 
Blessed be God for the testimony of 


|i the good and learned, to the truth. of 


christianity. IT would recom nd 
this book to all believers and unbe- 
lievers.”” 
January 11, 1797, 
‘* Feel myself much relieved, bof 
still low spirited. Death is frecuent 





to my view ; the world is stripped of 
its false mask, and many of its delu- 
sions vanished ; yet | do not find my- 
j self enough engaged for a better—the 
only end for which the present lite is 
valuable. Lord, quicken my sluggish 
soul in the pursuit of holiness.” — 
January 32, 1797 

‘* Had an offer made me for my 
lands, which | mean to sell, in order 
to enable me to live with my chil- 
dren. Lord, direct me to judge and 
act aright, and make thy glory my 
first aim: this, I have reason to tear, 
is not enough attended to by me. Ac- 
cording to the course of nature, little 
of time remains for me, and many ac- 
cidents lie in wait to snap the brittle 
thread of life : but, the many mercies 
| have received, encourage me_ to 
hope the Lord will prepare me for 
all things.” 

January 14, 1797. 

“This day, my dear little Mary 
Ann being much indisposed, I called 
in Dr. B. who prescribed with good 
effect. Lord, our very comforts vive 
us pain ; and there is no pleasure Lut 
what is attended with a proportion- 





able degree in it, in this world. Teach 
me, great God, to seek for purity of 
heart, that I may be accepted of thee, 
in that state. where pains. and care, 
and death, shall be no more.”’ ‘ 
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January 15, 1797. 

‘* Being the sabbath, | could not 
attend public worship on account of 
bad walking: read a sermon on the 
Spirit of Bondage, and the Spirit of 
Adoption, where the author divides 
mankind into three different classes, 
viz. The natural man—the man un- 
der the law—and the man under 
grace. The first, neither loves nor 
fears God ; the second fears ; and the 
last loves him. He that sleeps in sin, 
has a false peace ; he that is awaken- 
ed, has no peace at all; he that be- 
lieveth, has true peace, the peace of 
God, filling and ruling his heart. An 
unawakened person sins willingly ; 
one that is awakened sins unwilling- 
ly ; acchild of God * sinneth not, but 
keepeth himself, andthe wicked one 
toucheth him not,’ 1 John, ver. 18. 
Lord, make me a child of thine. and 
a partaker of this peace ; and may | 
daily examine and judge myself, that I 
may escape thy severe censure, in 
that day, when the secrets of all 
hearts shall be disclosed.” 

January 16, 1797. 

** Received an invitation to dine 
out, but I hate large parties, and 
would rather be excused. ‘This day 
has passed as many, too many others, 
have done, without any improvement 
for another world. This, is passing 
quick away, and to me, perhaps, very 
little remains. 


* Quicken, O, Lord, my drowsy sense, 
** To walk this dangerous read ”’ 


I am too much indisposed to go out.” 
January 18, 1797 

** My time spent chiefly in making 
up a few necessary things for my own 
wear. These must perish in the 
using; and, in ashort time, it will sig- 
nily nothing whether | had them or 
not, or whether my body was clothed 
in royal purple, or sackcloth. But, 
oh! of what consequence will the 
robes of the righteousness of Jesus 
Christ be to my soul, when summon- 
ed before the bar of God! how 
should | examine myself now, whe- 
ther I am in that fuith, by which I] 
can alone be entitled to them, Does 


,my faith purity my heart, giving me 


power over sin? Then | am in the 
way to happiness. Lord, direct and 
keep me through time and eternity.” 
Januery 19. 1797, 
“ Kept my room; very unwell. 
My son came to see me; | desire to 
praise God for him, that he, | trust, 
| has been kept from the commom vices 
‘of the times. May the Lord esta- 
| blish him in every good word and 
work. | have not much time for 
reading or meditation—a numerous 
family, and much interruption.” 
January 22, 1797. 
‘* Sull under indisposition of body, 
which weighs down my mental pow- 
ers. My mind is a mere chaos, no 
distinct ideas of the duties of the day. 
} Could not go to public worship on ae- 
count of my indisposition. Endea- 
voured to read, but with very hittle 
satisfaction. Lord, forgive my dead- 
ness and dullness, and give me more 
life and power in duty, and more con- 
fidence in thy mercies,” 
February 1, 177, 
* The weather wet. | read two 
or three of Newton’s sermons. in 
one of which, vol. 4, p. 126. he illus- 
trates the wisdom, goodness, and jus- 
tice of God, in his procedure with 








men, by the following simile—* Let 


ine suppose a person to have a cur- 
ous cabinet, which ts opened at his 
pleasure, and not exposed to common 
view: he invites all to come to see 
it, and offers to show it to any one 
who asks him; it is hid because he 
keeps the key: but none can cém- 
plain, because he ts ready to open it 
whenever he is desired. Some, per- 
haps, disdain the offer, and say, why 
is locked at all? Some think it not 
worth having, or amuse themselves 
with guessing at the contents ; but 
those who are simply desirous for 
themselves, leave others disputing, 
go, according to appointment, and are 
gratified. ‘These have reason to be 
thankful for the favour, and the others 


have no cause to find fiult.”’ 
February 5, 1797. 











{ ‘+ Being sunday, I walked to meet- 
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ing, and heard Mr. E. on the evil one 
taking away the good seed. Keceiv- 
ed the blessed sacrament. My mind 
in-a good measure solemnized : but | 
have too much reason to fear the ene- 
my’s picking the good seed from my 
heart. Lord, do thou water it from 
on high, and cause it to bring forth | 
abundantly ta thy glory.” 


February 6, 1797 

‘* Spent this day at home, (at Mr. 
R.’s.) I experience great kindness 
and attention from my dear children, 
and grand-children ; but a large fami- 
ly, and much noise is unfavourable to 
meditation. When at Primrose-hill, 
too much solitude makes me gloomy. 
In heaven alone we shall tind all things 
suliable to our state, and all our capa- 
eities for bliss filled up—here we may 


practise patience and resignation.” 
Febrospy b2, 1797 


‘* Being still indisposed, | could not 
attend worstup. Read part of Flem- 
ing’s Apocalyptical Key, &c. &c. The 
curtous may find pleasure and profit 
m the first, or prophetical, part of this 
book ; but the practical part, | think, 
eannot but give satisfaction to all who 
wish to love and serve God. I hope 
and pray it might be made a lasting 
blessing to my mind. In the after- 
noon, read asermon of Mr. Newton’s, 
on the deceittulness of the heart. 
Newton is an author that pleases me 
much: a spiritual man with a lively 
Imagination and good language.” 

February 14, 1797, 

** Arrived at Annapolis, extremely 
sick and fatigued ; went to bed imme- 
diately Found my daughter A. with 
my friend Mrs. C. who treated us 
with great kindness. She has always 
been friendly, and | have great cause 
to love her. [I am anxious for her 
spiritual welfare; her situation in life, 
draws many round her, whose socie- 
ty is very unfavourable to serious 
thought.” 


November 1, 1798. 
‘** Rode out—the weather very 
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fine. My mind somewhat discompos- 
ed about temporal affairs. I prayed | 
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( feel a degree of thankfulness for 
what | have I bless the Lord I find 
a reliance on him, though | want a 
more perfect resignation to say, * thy 
will be done.’ O, God! work this in 
me, and all holy tempers, for Jesus 
Christ’s sake.” 
November 3, 1798. 

** ] walked out to Mrs. C’s, acheer- 
ful, thankful, poor woman. Called 
to see a poor black woman, sick with 
acramp in her stomach: of which 
complaint a youth died two days ago, 
s0 suddenly, that, after calling for 
laudanum, he expired before it could 
be dropped, and carried to him. O, 
my God! how has thy mercy been 
lengthened out tome! I now desire 
to devote to thee all I have : thou art 
the rightful owner, since I have no- 
thing but what thou hast given me. 
My life is also thine, and thou canst 
give me power to part even with that, 
with comfort. O, my Saviour! thou 
knowest death has still its terrors : 
my mind is much occupied about it. 
Solemn clouds now enclose the scenes 
to which it opens ; and a conscious- 
ness of my demerit, and the infirmi- 
ties of nature fill me with fears to lift 
the awful veil. Give me, O, God! 
a faith proportioned to my guilt, and 
strengthen my feeble nature, that 
when the time, the dreaded time, ar- 
rives, [may be strong in thy strength, 
and through thy mercy triumph over 
the conqueror of the human race.” 

November 4, 1798 

* Began to read Reeve’s History 
of the Bible. 1 pray God I may de- 
rive spiritual knowledge and comfort 
from it. 1 bless God my mind is in a 
great measure stayed upon him; and 
few hours pass over without the re- 
collection of eternal things. Yet I 
want more love, and astronger faith.” 

November 5, 1798. 

‘* The weather warm and damp ; 
last night was very rainy. | desire to 
be thankful for comfortable accommo- 
dations, and refreshing rest. Read in 
the New-Testament, and Reeve’s 








unto the Lord and he heard me ; and | 


Bible. My mind partakes with the 
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weather, clouds and darkness rest | 
upon it; yet, not such as makes me 
unhappy : but | want more light, more 
apn from the Fountain of Lite. 
Thou art, O, God! thou only art | 
The Life, the Truth, the Way ; 
Quicken my soul, instruct my heart, 
My sinking footsteps stay. 
Open the intercooise between 
My lenging soul and Thee, 
Never to be broke off again, 
Through all eternity.” 
I could not go to church to-day, the 
weather being wet.” 





November 6, 1798 

** Visited my daughter O. In the 
evening had the company of Mrs. P. 
She is a plain literal woman ; her con- 
versation seems to be without the 
least embellishment of art or disguise. 
The conversation happened to turn | 
on the topic of marriage, occasioned | 
by a young girl's being married to au | 
old man, in expectation of getting a! 
fortune : she said she had heard of 
auch instances, since she came to this 
part of the world, but never in her 
own : people are nearly on a footing, | 
and generally dependent on their own | 
industry there, and merit is with them | 
the only recommendation. I! could 
not but reflect on the happy state of 
such a people; and, at the same time, 
on the many evils that pride and lux- 
ury has introduced. I much ques- 
tion, whether all the refinements of 
art and science, and all the advan- 
tages of trade and commerce, can 
compensate for the loss of that native 
simplicity, and honest integrity of 
those people who are bred in such 
remote places, where they are stran- 
gers to those improvements, as they 
are generally termed. I have great 
need to be sorry for my own part, that 
I have so often been influenced by 
the love of the world, its vain shows, 
and more vain manners and conversa- 
tion. I wish 1 had more perfectly 
adhered to gospel simplicity, and} 
pure uncorrupted truth. Lord, for- 
give all my sins on this score, and 


keep me henceforward.” 
November 7, 1798. 





' 
' 





) their society.” 








- 


“ Continued with my daughter OQ. 


\m much pleased with Mr. 0.'s piety. 
lam indeed much favoured with con- 
nections of that kind, who are, { hope, 
travelling the road to Zion.” 

November 9, 1792. 

‘ This day has afforded me little 
comtort, either corporeal or mental. 
My old headach has unfitted me for 
all enjoyment ; and yet it is not so bad 
as many people sufler. Lord, make 
me thankiul it is no worse, and give 
me grace to improve the little time, 
I may stl have here, more to thy 
glory.” 

November 12, 1793. 

* Could not go to church on acy 


jcount of the weather being rainy. 


My grand-son came into my room and 
read two sermons in Blair, in beauti- 
tul language ; and | think not a little 
| useful in their place, as many are led 
to read them tor the style, that would 
not read deeper divinity.” 
November 13, 1792. 

* Very unwell this morning. Trou- 
blesome dreams render my nights un- 
pleasant, and | tind great flatness and 
| deadness in all 1 used to call enjoy- 
ment. Is it peculiar to my constitu- 


| tion, oris it the effect of age, and felt 


by all who arrive at my time of life ? 
| hope to be prepared to do and sul- 
fer whatever the divine pleasure may 
be conceruing me ; but that requires 
strong faith. Faith is the gift of God; 
and he hath said, that whosoever ask- 
eth shall receive, and whosoever 
cometh unto him, be will in nowise 


cast out.” 
(To be cont.nued.) 





We have received a communication 
from ** a sarvisT,”” in favour of open 
communion, stating that it had been 
sent to the Editor of the * Chrisitan 
Watchwan,” tor insertion, but was 
rcfused, because it did not “ accord 
with their present belief, and might 
introduce a diversity of sentiment in 
‘The same objections 
operate upon our minds, against its 
insertion in our pages ; as it would 
appear unseemly in us, to make our 
work the avewa upon which to agitate 
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the points of controversy among other 
denominations. We have no objec- 
tion, however, to publish the fact 
stated in the communication, that 
‘¢ free communion was a fundamental 


article in the creed of the first bup- 


tist church in the commonwealth o! 
Rhode Island.”” We should, very 
gladly, give all the aid we can to the 
author of the communication, in fa- 
vour of the principle which he de- 
fends ; but we cannot, with propriety, 
open our pages for such a discussion. 
Nor do we think it necessary to the 
end proposed by the writer, as there 
can be no doubt. but ** the Catholic 
illumination,”’ which, he says, ‘* 1s so 
rapidly accelerating in the world, will 
soon abolish a principle so absurd 
and unchristian.”’ 

Oviruany. 

(Communicated. ) 

Died, on Monday the 31st of July last, at 
Belmont, after an illness of 14days, Mrs. 
Eviza Leg, in the 4lst year of her age, 
wife of Ludwell Lee, esq. 


It is on the closing scenes of this! 


lady’s life, that her relatives and 
friends delight especially to dwell. 
They were elevating and soothing. 
They exhibited the power of the gos- 
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pel. She, who, like us all, had had 
her anxieties about temporal things, 
and had trembled at death, now fear- 
lessly awaited its approach; for, 
through faith in the atonement and 
mediation of the Son of God, she ob- 
tained the christian’s victory over its 
terrors, and rejoiced ‘ with joy un- 
speakable, and full of glory.’ She 
resigned her husband and children to 
God, with a composed, yet dignified 
feeling. She, repeatedly, within a 
very short time of her decease, re- 
quested her friends around her to sing 
bymns, which she would mentivn, 
and joined them in a voice which 
seemed already prepared to chaunt 
to golden harps, the * Song of Moses 
and the Lamb’ After a silent me- 
ditation on one occasion, she repeat- 
ed aloud these lines. from a beautiful 
hymn— 
“* The world recedes—it disappears ! 


Heaven opens on my eyes, my ears 
With sounds seraphic ring.” 


She died with a hope “ full of im- 
mortality.”"—Blessed religion which 
presents to a weak mortal, in the hour 
of death, such consolation !—Glorious 
Saviour! who affords to his followers 
such triumph! 


REVIEW. 


No. Il. 


A brief Examination of the «« Most important Tenets 
of the Romas Catholic Church By R. Baxter.” 


** CHAPTER II.” 
** On the Mass.”’ 

[A great diversity is expected to 
exist in the circumstances of the 
readers of a work having so extensive 
a circulation as the Repertory. This 
diversity must cause a corresponding 
difference in their predilections, both 
for the subjects introduced into it, 
and the mode of discussing them. In 
both we aim to. consult the wishes of. 
our readers, as far as they consist 
with the maintenance of distinctive 








character, and general utility of the 
work. 

While, by their situation and con- 
nections, perhaps a majority of those ~ 
for whose benefit our labours are de- 
voted, are, happily, beyond the in- 
Juence of the proselyting zeal, and 
misleading pretences of the adher- 
ents of the church of Rome ; the cir- 
cumstances of others are far differ- 
ent. It is the less favoured lot of 


many, to be instructed, by their duily 
experience, into the full force of the 
motives which have operated to en- 
gage us in this discussion. 


For these 
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particularly and principally, are 
drawn up and presented such pas- 
sages of scripture, and arguments 
directly deducible from them, in Op- 
position of the several errors of the 
omish system, as had the greatest 
power in influencing the Protestant 
Reformers to denounce it, often at 
the hazard of their temporal posses- 
sions, and their lives. 

The examination on which we en- 
tered, froma conviction of duty, we 
are not disposed to relinquish, before 
its object shall have been fully gained, 
and an ample solution, on scripture 
grounds, he afforded, of ** the princi- 
pal arguments employed by Roman 
Catholics to establish” their own sys- 
tem, and demolish ours. But brevity, 
we repeat it, shall be sought ; and 
personalities, and unchristian acri- 
mony, conscientiously avoided, in 
every part of the examination. We 
are sensible, that the semblance of 
controversy, in religious discussing, 
is considered, by many, as not only 
unprofitable, but unchristian. Such 
of our readers as have adopted this 
sentiment, we beg leave to refer to 
our remarks on religious controversy, 
in the 3d Number of the present vo- 
lume ; and to inquire of them, if it be 
not founded on a concession much too 
charitable for facts to authorize, viz. 
That nominal christians may not es- 
pouse errors of the most iniquitous 
und fatal tendency ? We should be 
sorry to err on the side of iliberality, 
and uncharitableness: but, with the 
most limited acquaintance with the 
history of mankind, and even of the 
nominally christian part of the race, 
we could never agree to such a con- 
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_cesston as the one here stated. We 


think it the dictate of true charity to 
think very differently, and to adapt 
our exertions to our sentiments. 

We, therefore, assure such of out 
readers as we hope to aid by this se 
ries of papers, that we intend to con 
tinue them, until their reasonable 
wishes are satisfied, and their cir- 
cumstances, in a good measure, pro- 
vided tor : and, we assure others, that 
they shall not engross a greater num- 
ber of our pages, than shall be ne- 


cessary, fully to accomplish these 
objects. } 


In the sacrifice of the Mass, is fully 
developed the use of the doctrine of 
Transubstantiation, and the corporal 
presence, in the Eucharist ; together 
with some of the powerful motives 
which influence the abettors of the 
Romish system, to assert that self- 
contradictory, and incredible tenet, 
in the face of all the difficulties and 
absurdity which attend it. In the 
former, is successfully practised the 
boldest experiment ever made on hu- 
man credulity : in the latter, is exhi- 
bited the most adventurous effort of 
human temerity. As the doctrine of 
transubstantiation triumphs over the 
first dictates of the understanding, and 
the most convincing testimony of the 
senses ; so the sacrifice of the Mass 
completes the moral desolation, by 
destroying the dominion of the con- 
science. 

This rite forms the grand pagean- 
try of the Roman Catholic worship. 
Omit it, and the doctrine of the read 
presence would be abandoned as un- 
necessary: purgatory, with all its 
golden stores, would become, at once, 
inaccessible to the long arm of the 
church, and, no longer of use in the 
creed ; the most prolific fountain of 
good works, of an e condigno justity- 
ing efhicacy, would cease to flow, and 
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be frequented no more ; the wound- 
ed conscience, deprived of this nar- 
cotic medicament, now so cheaply. 
procured, and so fondly applied, 
would send its anxious cries to the 
only Power that can heal it; in a 
word, exclude this infatuating rite, 
and do away the more infatuating 
Opinion of its efficacy, from the Ca- 
tholic system, and it will dissolve. 

From this view of the Mass, in 
which it assumes an importance hard- 
ly commensurate with the opinion of 
its advocates, we might reasonably 
expect that our author would des- 
cribe its nature, and uses, in the 
most ample and satisfactory manner. 
On the contrary, the substance of this 
chapter may be easily compressed 
into a very narrow compass. 


We are informed— 


Ast, “* That the Mass is the solemn sacri- 
fice of the Roman “ Catholic Church, and 
the essence of her worship ;”” and 


2d, “* That the priest officiating,”’ in this 
sacrifice, ** is commissioned by Christ, to 
represent the mystery of our redemption, 
and acts in his person, and with power de- 
legated from him.” 

This account of sd strong a feature 
of the creed of the Komish Church, 
is too concise, and general, to satisfy 
the curiosity of inquisitive Protes- 
tants, or sufficiently to edify the 
less informed members of her own 
communion. We beg leave, there- 


fore, to transcribe for the perusal of 


both, a few supplementary explana- 
tions from the documents of the Ro- 
man Church. 

1. The name of the * Lord’s Sup- 
per,” and ** The Communion,”’ are 
inapplicable to this sacrament ; and 
of misleading, and dangerous tenden- 
cy.* 

2. ‘* Christ, in his last supper, of- 
fered up to God, his Father, his own 
body and blood, in sacrifice, under 
the forms of bread and wine ;} and 
the same body which Christ offered 
on the cross, is daily offered up in 


* Vide Rhemist. on 1 Cor. xt. sect, 6, 
t Conc. Trid. Sess, 22. cap. I. 
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sacrifice, by the ministry of the 
priests.| The eternity and proper 
nature of Christ’s priesthood, consists 
in offering and sacrificing his body 
and blood in the forms of bread and 
wine, in the church. 

3. ** The sacrifice of the Mass is, 
in its own nature, propitiatory, and 
available, ex opere operato, by the 
overt act, to obtain the remission and 
pardon of all their sins, for whom it 
is performed.’’|| 

4. ‘The Mass is not only a propitia- 
tory sacrifice for sins, but ‘ avail- 
able to obtain all other temporal be- 
nefits, as peace, tranquillity, health, 
&ec.”F 

5. The sacrifice of the Mass is to 
be offered for the present and the ab- 
sent, for pagans and infidels, and for 
all living.** 

6. ‘* The sacrifice of the Mass is 
available for the dead who are in 
purgatory.’’{f 

7. The Mass may properly be ce- 
lebrated in honour of departed saints. 

8. ‘* Christ, in the institution of 
this sacrament, constitutes his apos- 
tles, and their successors, sacrificing 
priests, in the true and literal accep- 
tation of the term, to offer up his body 
in sacrifice.’’{{ 

9. ** If any man shall say that pri- 





vate Masses, in which the priest 
communicates alone, by himself, are 
unlawful, and therefore to be abolish- 
ed, we pronounce him, accursed.”’|||{ 


The first reflection which must oc- 
cur to the mind of a Protestant, on 
reading over these extracts, is, that 
surely the Holy Scriptures maintain 
a profound silence on the subject of 
so gorgeous and singular an institu- 
tion: and the next, that it is directly 


¢ Conc. Trid. ibid. cap. Il. 

§ Rhem. Heb. vii. sec. 8. 

|| Conc. Trid. Sess. 22. can. 3. 

1 Bellar. cap. iii. 

** Bellar. cap. vi. 

tt Conc. Trid. Sess. 22. can, 3 

tt Cone. Trid. Sess. 22. can, I. and Rhem. 
Heb. viii. sec. 8. 





\\\| Conc, Trid, Sess, 22, can, 8. 
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ealculated to overthrow the most fun 

damental parts of christianity. Our 
Author has, therefore, prudently de- 
elined entering further into a vindi- 
cation of this pretended sacrifice, 
than barely to say, ‘* that sacrifice 
is indispensable to true religion ;”’ 
and to adduce from the Prophecy of 
Malachi, the passage, ‘From the 
rising of the sun, unto the going down 
of the same, my name shall be great 
among the Gentiles; and in every 
place incense shall be offered unto 
my name, and a pure offering !’* 

That sacrifice is essential to the 
religion of divine revelation, whe- 
ther the term be taken literally, or 
metonymically, is undoubtedly true. 
‘ Without the shedding of blood, 
there’ can be ‘ no remission’ of sins. 
Apostate man can be restored to the 
favour of God, only by virtue of a 
vicarious sacrifice, worthy of the ac- 
ceptance of the Majesty of Heaven. 
This sacrifice, all christians admit to 
have been offered by the Lord Jesus 
Christ, when he gave himself, a lamb 
without blemish, tor the sins of the 
world. ‘This sacrifice of the Son of 
God, is ** essential to true religion :” 
and, it is the only sacrifice which ever 
was able to take away sins. The 
apostle declares that none of the sa- 
crifices of the Mosaic ceremony had, 
in themselves, any efficacy in remov- 
ing the consciousness of sin; and, 
denies that they possessed any virtue, 
or meaning, except as they indicated 
and illustrated the great expiatory 
sacrifice, to be offered up by the 
Son of God. Nor could the Jews, in 
the full vigour of the sacrificial dis- 
pensation in which they lived. wor- 
ship God acceptably, by their obla- 
tions, further than they saw, and duly 
regarded their relation to the great 
sacrifice of the Messiah. 

The propitiatory sacrifices of the 
heathens, as they had no reference 
to the atonement of the Divine Ke- 
deemer, would have been abominable 


* Mal. i. 11. 
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|in the sight of heaven, even had they 
| been made in honour of the true God, 
There is but one sacrifice, once of- 
fered, which is, in its own nature, 
either ‘* indispensable to true reli- 
gion,’ or acceptable to God. The 
Jewish sacrifices bad, indeed, an im- 
portant relative use, but they were 
temporary in their design; and, by 
their very nature, as typical repre- 
sentatives of the atonement of the 
Messiah, restricted in their duration 
to the period of his death, by which 
they all received their consummation. 
The principal design of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, was, to explain the 
typical relation of these sacrifices, to 
the death of Christ; and announce 
their full accomplishment, and per- 
petual abrogation, by that event. 
The following passages are present- 
ed as specimens of the inspired apos- 
tle’s reasoning and decisions, on this 
subject. ‘ The priesthood being 
changed, there is made of necessity, 
a change also inthe law. For there 
is, verily, a disannulling of the com- 
mandment going before, for the weak- 
ness and unprofitableness thereof. 
For the law [i. e. of Moses,] made 
nothing perfect : but the bringing in 
of a better hope did..§ The law, 
having a shadow of good things to 
come, and not the very image of the 
things, can never, with those sacri- 
tices which they offered year by year, 
continually, make the comers there- 








unto perfect. For, it is not possi- 
ble that the blood of bulls and of goats 
should take away sins.§ If that first 
covenant [on which the Jewish, or 
sacrificial dispensation stood] had 
been faultless, then should no place 
have been sought for a second ; in 
that he saith, A new covenant, he hath 
imade the first old. Now, that which 
decayeth and waxeth old, is ready to 
vanish away.’ || 

These scriptures declare the ut- 
ter abolition and termination of the 


4 Heb. vii. 12, 18, 14.—x. 1, 4 





| Heb. vii. 7, 13. 
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Jewish sacrifices, at the commence- 
ment of the evangelical dispensation. 
The reason assigned is, that an in- 
finitely more excellent sacrifice had 
been offered up, as their antetype, by 
the Son of God. 

But our author would evade the 
force of these declarations of scrip- 
ture, by making the visible sacrifice 
pretended to be offered in the Mass, 
not a Jewish, but Christian sacrifice, 
We admit a Christian sacrifice—but 
refer it exclusively to the one offer- 


ing of the Body of Jesus Christ upon | 


the cross: Mr. Baxter, and hischurch, 
to the Mass. The only proof of this 
bold position, with which we are fur- 
nished, is the passage already ad- 
duced from the prophecy of Malachi. 

The obvious reference of this 
prophecy is to the extension of the 
true religion, and the general diffusion 
of the fruits of piety, throughout 
all nations, under the evangelical dis- 
pensation, then future. No allusion 
was more beautiful, and expressive, 
than that in which the inspired writ- 
ers often represented the different 
exercises of spiritual worship, by a 
natural reference to the various sig- 
nificant offices of the temple service. 
Take the following examples. * The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit : 
a contrite heart, O God thou wilt not 
despise.’* * He hath, made us kings 
and priests to God,’t ‘1 beseech you, 
present your bodies a living sacrifice 
to God.’} 

Following then, the safe and simple 
rule of making the sacred scripture 
its own interpreter, the sense of the 
passage, ‘in every place incense 
shall be offered to my name, and a 
pure offering,’ obviously is, that 
throughout all nations the fruits of 
prety should be exhibited, in the chart- 
ty, faith, and good works, the praises, 


thanksgivings, and invocations, of | 


God’s spiritual worshipers. 
Our author next asserts, that the 
priest officiating in the sacrifice, * is 


*Ps.li.1l7. f Revi. 6. t Rom. xii. I. 
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commissioned by Christ to represent 
the mystery of our redemption, and 
acts in Christ’s person, and with pow- 
er delegated from him.”’ But as no 
proof can be derived from the sacred 
volume, in support of the position, 
and none is attempted to be drawn 
from any other source, by the writer, 
we shall pass it, with the remark, 
that for this, and many other doc- 


trines of his creed, the Roman Ca- 
tholic blindly surrenders his con- 


science to the gratuitous dictation of 
the bishops and consistories of his 


church. 


The reader is now in possession of 
some of the reasons which influenced 
the Protestant Reformers, and con- 
tinue to influence us, in our rejection 
of every. assertion of the Noman 
creed, which relates to the sacra- 
ment of the Mass. 

We cannot embrace it, because, it 
has no support in the word of God : 
and, we reject it, because it is direct- 
ly opposed to the doctrine of the 
scriptures, in the following particu- 
lars :— 

1. The advocates of the Mass re- 
ject the application of the name of 
‘* the Lord’s Supper,” and the 
‘* Communion,” to this sacrament, as 
of misleading tendency. But, St. Paul 
employs both, to designate this solem- 
nity: ‘ When ye come together, to 
eat the Lord’s Supper,’—*‘ the cup of 
blessing which we bless, is it not the 
communion of the blood of Christ ? 
The bread which we break, is it 
not the communion of the Body of 
Christ ?’§ 

2. The doctrine of the Mass asserts 
that Christ, in his last supper, offer- 
ed up to God, his Father, his own 
body, and blood, in sacrifice, under 
the forms of bread and wine. But, 
the scriptures teach, that Christ took 
bread and wine, and, having given 


‘thanks, distributed the same elements 


to his disciples ; and, instead of de- 
claring the feast to be a sacrifice of 





§ 1 Cor. xi. 16.—xi 20. 








flesh and blood, commanded them to 
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repeat it simply, im remembrance of 
himself, of his redeeming love, and 
expiatory death.* So far from the 
flesh and blood of Christ being pre- 
sent, under the forms of bread and 
wine, the apostle assures believers, 
that, in this supper, they literally eat 
bread, and drink of the ordinary cup, 
consecrated to sacramental purposes.* 

3. This doctrine teaches, that the 
same body which Christ offered up 
on the cross, is daily offered up in 
sacrifice, by the ministry of the 
priests. The scripture teaches, that 
‘ Christ, being raised from the dead, 
dieth no more ;’t—that he needs not 
* to offer himself often,’ as the Jewish 
priests,f and that, having made one 
all-sufficient atonement for sin, * he 


sat down for ever, at the right hand | 


of God.§ 

4. The advocates of the Mass assert, 
that the perpetuity of Christ’s priest- 
hood, consists in the reiterating of 
the sacrifice of his body and blood, 
in the church, under the forms of 
bread and wine. St. Paul, on the con- 
trary, declares, that * because Christ 
endureth for ever,’|| because, * he 
ever liveth to make intercession for 
us,? and, because, * with one offer- 
ing he hath perfected tor ever those 
that are sanctified,’** therefore, * he 
hath an everlasting priesthood.’tf 

5. The frequent repetition of the 
sacrifice of the Mass, is declared to 
be necessary for the complete deliv- 
erance of believers from their sins. 
The scriptures assure us, that Christ 
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mission of all their sins for whom it 
is offered. The scriptures express- 
ly instruct us, that forgiveness of sins 
is only to be obtained by faith$$ in 
Christ, repentance, §% and conver- 
sion :/j!| and that, ** by the deeds of 
the law,’ or the merit of good works, 
‘ no flesh shall be justified in the sight 
of God.’* 

/ 7. Those who die in their sins, 
jour Saviour declares, * shall never 
‘come where he is ;"f and instructs us, 
‘that no alleviation of their sufferings, 
‘not ‘adrop of water to cool their 
‘tongues,’} can ever be, administered 
‘to them. But the Roman church in- 
structs her members, dying in sin, 
that their pains shall be mitigated, and 
their deliverance trom suflerings, in 
a future state, hastened, by the per- 
formance of masses, after their death. 

8. We are told that Masses ought 
to be celebrated in honour of depart- 
ed saints : but, Christ commanded his 
disciples, as often as they participat- 
ed in the sacrament of the Eucharist, 
‘ to do it in remembrance of him.’ 

9. It is further pretended, that 
Christ, in the mstitution of this sacra- 
ment, made his apostles, and their 
successors jn the ministry, sacrificing 
‘priests, to ofler up his body in sacri- 
fice. But the scriptures recognise 
no priests, in the proper sense of the 
term, except the typical priests of the 
Old-Testament, and their great ante- 
type, our Divine Mediator; and, de- 
nominate the ministers of Christ, in 
relation to bimse!f, his servants and 











‘has, by one offering, perfected for) 
ever them who are sanctitied.’{{ 

6. We are further instructed by) 
the panegyrists of this rite, that it is, | 
in its own nature, propitiatory, and. 
available, ex opere operato, by the | 
merit of the overt act, to obtain re- | 


* 1 Cor. xi. 24, 25, 26. 
¢ Heb. ix. 25. 
|] Heb vii. 24, 
** Heb.x. 14, 
tt Heb. x. 14, 


t Rom. vi. 9. 
$ Heb, x. 12. 
7 Heb. 23. 
tt Heb. vii. 24. | 


4 


apostles; and, in relation to their 

charge, and oifices in his church, 

bishops, presbyters, and deacons, || 
10. Masses are, by the church of 


§$ John iii. 36. 

V1 Acts iii. 14, 

t John, viii. 21. 

§ 1 Cor, xi. 

|] Note—The word priest, as used by Eng- 
lish Protestants, is taken in the sense of 
meesGvegos, presbyter ; of which word it is 
ouly a contraction and derivation: As used 


iI] Acts ii. 38. ; 
* Rom. iii. 20, 28. iv. 6. 
¢ Luke xvi. 24—26. 





by Roman Catholics, it is the Eaglish of 
Sacerdos, a Sarilicmne priest, 
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Jewish sacrifices, at the commence- 
ment of the evangelical dispensation. 
The reason assigned is, that an in- 
finitely more excellent sacrifice had 
been offered up, as their antetype, by 
the Son of God. 

But our author would evade the 
force of these declarations of scrip- 
ture, by making the visible sacrifice 
pretended to be offered in the Mass, 
not a Jewish, but Christian sacrifice. 
We admit a Christian sacrifice—but 
refer it exclusively to the one ofler- 
ing of the Body of Jesus Christ upon 
the cross: Mr. Baxter, and hischurch, 
to the Mass. The only proof of this 
bold position, with which we are fur- 
nished, is the passage already ad- 
duced from the prophecy of Malachi. 

The obvious reference of this 
prophecy is to the extension of the 
true religion, and the general diffusion 
of the fruits of piety, thronghout 
all nations, under the evangelical dis- 
pensntion, then future. No allusion 
was more beautiful, and expressive, 
than that in which the inspired writ- 
ers often represented the different 
exercises of spiritual worship, by a 
natural reference to the various sig- 
nificant offices of the temple service. 
Take the following examples. * The 
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit ; 
a contrite heart, O God thou wilt not 
despise."* * He hath, made us kings 
and priests to God,*f ‘1 beseech you, 
present your bodies a living sacrifice 
to God.’ 

Following then, the safe and simple 
rule of making the sacred scripture 
its own interpreter, the sense of the 
passage, ‘in every place incense 
shall be offered to my name, and a 
pure offering,’ obviously is, that 
throughout all nations the fruits of 
piety should be exhibited, in the chari- 
ty, faith, and good works, the praises, 
thanksgivings, and invocations, « of 
God’s spiritual worshipers. 

Our author next asserts, that the 
priest officiating in the sacrifice, ‘* is 


* Ps. li.17% {7 Rev. i. 6. ft Rom. xii. I. 


Roman Catholic Church, DECEMBER, 
commissioned by Christ to represent 
the mystery of our redemption, and 
acts in Christ’s person, and with pow- 
er delegated from him.”’ But as no 
proof can be derived from the sacred 
volume, in support of the position, 
and none is attempted to be drawn 
from any other source, by the writer, 
we shall pass it, with the remark, 
that for this, and many other doc- 
trines of his creed, the Roman Ca- 
tholic blindly surrenders his con- 
science to the gratuitous dictation of 
the bishops and consistories of his 
church. 

The reader is now in possession of 
some of the reasons which influenced 
the Protestant Reformers, and con- 
tinue to influence us, in our rejection 
of every. assertion of the Noman 
creed, which relates to the sacra- 
ment of the Mass. 

We cannot embrace it, because, it 
has no support in the word of God : 
and, we reject it, because it is direct- 
ly opposed to the doctrine of the 
scriptures, in the following particu- 
lars :— 

1. The advocates of the Mass re- 


oe 


ject the application of the name of 


‘* the Lord’s Supper,’’ and the 
‘*Communion,” to this sacrament, as 
of misleading tendency. But, St. Paul 
employs both, to designate this solem- 
nity: ‘ When ye come together, to 
eat the Lord’s Supper,’—* the cup of 
blessing which we bless, is it not the 
communion of the blood of Christ ? 
The bread which we break, is it 
not the communion of the Body of 
Christ ?’§ 

2. The doctrine of the Mass asserts 
that Christ, in his last supper, offer- 
ed up to God, his Father, his own 
body, and blood, in sacrifice, under 
the forms of bread and wine. But, 
the scriptures teach, that Christ took 
bread and wine, and, having given 


' thanks, distributed the same elements 


to his disciples ; and, instead of de- 
claring the feast to be a sacrifice of 








§ 1 Cor. xi. 16.—xi 20. 
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flesh and blood, commanded them to 


repeat it simply, in remembrance of 
himself, of his redeeming love, and 
expiatory death.* So far from the 
flesh and blood of Christ being pre- 
sent, under the forms of bread and 
wine, the apostle assures believers, 
that, in this supper, they literally eat 
bread, and drink of the ordinary cup, 
consecrated to sacramental purposes.* 

3. This doctrine teaches, that the 
same body which Christ offered up 
on the cross, is daily offered up in 
sacrifice, by the ministry of the 
priests. The scripture teaches, that 
‘ Christ, being raised from the dead, 
dieth no more ;’t{—that he needs not 
* to offer himself often,’ as the Jewish 


priests,f and that, having made one | 


all-sufficient atonement for sin, * he 
sat down for ever, at the right hand 
of God.§ 

4. The advocates of the Mass assert, 
that the perpetuity of Christ’s priest- 
hood, consists in the reiterating of 
the sacritice of his body and blood, 
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mission of all their sins for whom it 
is offered. The scriptures express- 
ly instruct us, that forgiveness of sins 
is only to be obtained by faith§$$ in 
Christ, repentance. [% and conver- 
sion :||) and that, ** by the deeds of 
the law,’ or the merit of good works, 
‘ no flesh shall be justified in the sight 
of God.’* 

7. Those who die in their sins, 
our Saviour declares, * shall never 
/come where he ts ;‘t and instructs us, 
‘that no alleviation of their sufferings, 
‘not ‘adrop of water to cool their 
‘tongues,’} can ever be, administered 
tothem. But the Roman church in- 
structs her members, dying in sin, 
that their pains shall be mitigated, and 
their deliverance trom suflerings, in 
a future state, hastened, by the per- 
formance of masses, after their death. 
8. We are told that Masses ought 
to be celebrated in honour of depart- 
ied saints: but, Christ commanded his 
| disciples, as often as they participat- 
-edin the sacrament of the Eucharist, 








in the church, under the forms of 
bread and wine. St. Paul, on the con- | 
trary, declares, that * because Christ 
endureth for ever,’|| because, ‘ he! 
ever liveth to make intercession for! 


: - } 
us,% and, because, * with one offer- ' 


ing he hath perfected tor ever those | 
that are sanctified,’** therefore, * he | 
hath an everlasting priesthood. tT 

5. The frequent repetition of the 
sacrifice of the Mass, is declared to 
be necessary for the complete deliv- 
erance of believers from their sins. 
The scriptures assure us, that Christ | 
- has, by one offering, perfected for | 
ever them who are sanctitied.’{t 

6. We are further instructed by| 





the panegyrists of this rite, that it is, \ 


in its own nature, propitiatory, and. 
available, ex opere operato, by the | 
merit of the overt act, to obtain re- | 


t Rom. vi. «| 
§ Heb. x. 12. | 
1 Heb. 23. 
tt Heb. vii. 24. | 


* 1 Cor. xi. 24, 25, 26. 
t Heb. ix. 25. 
i] Heb vii. 24, 
** Heb.x. 14. 
tt Heb. x. 14, 
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* to do it in remembrance of him.’§ 
9. It is further pretended, that 
Christ, in the mstitution of this sacra- 
ment, made his apostles, and their 
successors in the ministry, sacrificing 
priests, to ofler up his body in sacri- 
tice. But the scriptures recognise 
no priests, in the proper sense of the 
term, except the typical priests of the 
Old-Testament, and their great ante- 
type, our Divine Mediator; and, de- 
nominate the ministers of Christ, in 
| relation to himse!f, his servants and 
‘apostles; and, in relation to their 
icharge, and offices in his church, 
bishops, presbyters, and deacons. || 
10. Masses are, by the church of 








$$ John iii. 36. Il] Acts ii. 38. 

V% Acts iii. 14. * Rom. iii. 20, 28. iv. 6. 

t John, viii. 21. } Luke xvi. 24—26. 

§ 1 Cor. xi. 

|| Note-——-The word priest, as used by Eng- 
lish Protestants, is taken in the sense of 
meesey tens, presbyter ; of which word it is 
ouly a contraction and derivation: As used 
by Koman Catholics, it is the English of 
Sacerdos, a Sarilicme priest, 
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Rome, commanded to be celebrated 
by a solitary priest, while the con- 
gregation are’ either absent, or unoc- 
cupied spectators, to whom no distri- 
bution of either element is made. 
But the Lord Jesus, in the institution 
of the sdpper, required his disciples 
to take, eat, and divide the sacramen- 
tal symbols amongst them all :* and, 
St. Paul calls it a ‘ communion’ of the 
whole church, whom he directs to 
eat it in their public assemblies, tar- 
rying one for another. 

Of the ceremonies of the Mass, our 
author informs us, 

‘“‘ The church has established them to 
convey the memory of this mystery more 
efficaciously te our minds.” 

Any ceremonies having a tendency 
to this effect, certainly ought to be 
encouraged. Nor can we much ob- 
ject to the sentiment of the author, 
that ‘‘ ceremony (in the restricted 
sense) must be admitted to he essen- 
tially necessary to a religion which is 
instituted for man; for his soul re- 
ceives its perceptions and impres- 
sions through the organs of sensa- 
tion ;”’ and that, ‘* encumbered as the 
soul is with the body, the senses of 
the body must, in general, be first ar- 
rested, that the sensible soul may be 
moved.” pp. 20, 21. But, we are 
utterly unable to perceive that the 
ceremonies of the Mass, can convey 
to the soul any religious impression 
whatever ; and still more, to imagine 
them to be capable of ‘ moving it,”’ 
to any useful purpose. In this opin- 
ion, we believe, we have the unani- 
mous suffrage of candid and sensible 
eatholics themselves. We shall con- 
tent ourselves, and probably satisfy 
eur readers, with a simple recital of 
these ceremonies, in the words of an 
ancient English writer. 

‘¢ Some ceremonies goe before the 
celebration of the masse ; and they 
are of such things as they have al- 
waies in a redines for that service : 


* Matt. xxvi. 27. Luke xxii. 17. 
+1 Cor. x. 16.—xi. 33. 
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Such vestments and apparell of the 
priest, the albe, chesill, stole, dalma- 
tick, with such other; altar, altar- 
‘clothes, corporasses, pixes, paxes, 
dishes, candlesticks, platters, censers, 

water-pots: All these, and the like, 
ought of right, to be used in the sa- 
critice of the masse, the better to dis- 
cern the body of Christ.” 

‘** There are other ceremonies which 
they observe, and use in the ve 
action itself, and celebration of the 
| masse ; as in diverse gestures of the 
priest, to lift up his eyes, and cast 
them down again, and to lift them up 
the second, the third time ; some- 
times to cast abroad his hands, to 
close them againe, to warble with his 
fingers, to bow, to bend, to ducke, to 
turn on this side, and on that ; now on 
the right hand, againe on the left; 
to sigh, to smite upon his brest, to 
lift up the chalice, and show it to the 
people, and set it downe againe ; as 
also, the dividing of the host into 
three parts, which signifie three parts 
of the church, in heaven, in earth, 
and in purgatorie ; the rinsing of part 
thereof in wine, and eating part drie ; 
the washing of his fingers before con- 
secration ; kissing of the altar, the 
paten, the booke, the pax, the sprink- 
ling of holy water, censing of oders, 
crossing the chalice, the bread, their 
mouth, brest, and face ; which signe 
of the crosse, they make above twen- 
ty times in one masse while ; add also 
unto these the tedious and yrksome 
songs, the rude noise, and unedifying 
sound of strange instruments, and the 
whole course of their masse-musick, 
set forth in a strange language, and 
endited to the honour of saints. All 
these rites, with diverse more, they 
with force and maine, defend and. 
maintaine.”’f 

Intimately connected with this dis- 
cussion, is the decree of the Roman 
Catholic Church, passed nearly five 








$ See Willet’s Synopsis Papismi, Cont. 
13. Qu. 7. Also, Bellar. 1. 2de Missa, cap 
14,15, Also, Conc. Trid. Sess. 22. Can. 7, 
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hundred years ago, in the Council of 
Constance, withholding from all the 
laity of her communion, the use of 
the cup in the Eucharist. Our au- 
thor adverts to the practice, and, in 
apology, alleges— 

Mist. Phat the prohibition is disci- 
plinary, and not held by the church 
us necessary in all circumstances, and 
of perpetual continuance. But no 
reason can be shown, why the proha- 
bition, if necessary for five centuries, 
should wot always be necessary. ‘This 
explanation, if admitted as im any 
sense, an apology, is certainly no ex- 
cuse fur the injury done to the mil- 
lions who have resorted to her altars. 
The 

2d. Argument is drawn from a re- 
fined use of the incredible and absurd 
tenet of transubstantiation, which has 
already been proved to be anti-scrip- 
tural. “ Under either form of bread 
or wine,”’ says the writer, ‘‘ Christ’s 
body and blood, soul and divinity, are 
entirely contained : the man who re- 
ceives either then, receives as much 
as he who partakes of both.”” This 
apology falls with transubstantion. 
We are told, 

3dly. ‘* ‘That most of the reformed 
churches have declared that the sa- 
crament may be administered without 
thecup.” Some protestant churches 
have, indeed, admitted the lawfulness 

(in cases of necessity only,) of giving 
and receiving the sacrament in one 
kind. But the practice ofthe Roman 
Catholic Church is utterly foreign 
from the usage to which this conces- 
sion relates. No necessity was ever 
alleged in justification of the former. 
It is, therefore, condemned by the 
unanimous saffrage of every Protes- 
tant, and all other christian churches. 

A reference to the original institu- 
tion of the Supper, and to apostolic 
usage, will demonstrate, that the tra- 
ditions and decrees of the Roman 
Church, on this subject, have entire- 


Review.... Tenets of the Roman Catholic Church. 








ly set aside the command of God, and | 
mutilated his sacrament. Our Saviour 





iot 


tributed, and commanded his disca- 


ples to eat of it. *‘ After the same 
manner, also,’ says St. Paul, * ae 
took the cup, saying, This, do ye, as 
often as drink it,’ &c. and, the evan- 
gelist, ‘ Drink ye all of this,’ [In St. 
Paul's instructions, relative to the 
celebration of the Supper, given to 
the Corinthians, he uniformly speaks 
of the bread and wine, as equally es- 
sential to the right celebration of the 
ordinance, without the intimation of 
a distinction in tayour of any privi- 
leged class of communicants,* 

The denial of the cup to the laity, 
being of recent date in the Roman 
Church, and by the admission of all 
parties, deriving its whole force from 
the arbitrary enactment of its bishops, 
all the ancient fathers are, conse- 
quently, agaist it. 

It has already been observed, that 
the principal, and by far the most va- 
lued, worship of the Roman Church, 
is that which either forms a consti- 
tuent part of the sacrifice, or is inti- 
mately connected with it. Hence, 
whatever attends this celebration, 
calculated to corrupt the purity, or 
obstruct the freedom of divine wor- 
ship, must powerfully tend to quench 
the spirit of true devotion, and obli- 
terate a rational piety from the 
church. It will never cease to min- 
ister cause of astonishment to the re- 
flecting world, and constitute a moral 
phenomenon of most difficult solution, 
that this church, as if to vindicate te 
herself the character of utter apos- 
tacy from primitive christianity, has 
decreed that her Masses,with all their 
attendant recitations, hymns, doxole- 
gies, and prayers, should, in all coun- 
tries,t be celebrated in a language 
which, for a thousand years, has ceas- 
ed to be vernacular, or generally in- 
telligible, in any nation under heaven. 
The words of consecration are not 
only repeated in the Latin language, 


* 1 Cor. xi. 
+ The Russian Catholics ate the only 


took bread, gave thanks, broke. dis- | exception. 
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Rome, commanded to be celebrated 
by a solitary priest, while the con- 
gregation are either absent, or unoc- 
cupied spectators, to whom no distri- 
bution of either element is made. 
But the Lord Jesus, in the institution 
oft.  dpper, required his disciples 
to take, eat, and divide the sacramen- 
tal symbols amongst them all :* and, 
St. Paul calls it a * communion’ of the 
whole church, whom he directs to 
eat it in their public assemblies, tar- 
rying one for another. 

Of the ceremonies of the Mass, our 
author informs us, 

“ The church has established them to 
convey the memory of this mystery more 
efficaciously to our minds.” 

Any ceremonies having a tendency 
to this effect, certainly ought to be 
encouraged. Nor can we much ob- 
ject to the sentiment of the author, 
that ‘‘ ceremony (in the restricted 
sense) must be admitted to be essen- 
tially necessary to a religion which is 
instituted for man; for his soul re- 
ceives its perceptions and impres- 
sions through the organs of sensa- 
tion ;”’ and that, ** encumbered as the 
soul is with the body, the senses of 
the body inust, in general, be first ar- 
rested, that the sensible soul may be 
moved.’ pp. 20, 21. But, we are 
utterly unable to perceive that the 
ceremonies of the Mass, can convey 
to the soul any religious impression 
whatever ; and still more, to imagine 
them to be capable of “ moving it,”’ 
to any useful purpose. In this opin- 
ion, we believe, we have the unani- 
mous suffrage of candid and sensible 
eatholics themselves. We shall con- 
tent ourselves, and probably satisfy 
eur readers, with a simple recital of 
these ceremonies, in the words of an 
ancient English writer. 

‘« Some ceremonies goe before the 
celebration of the masse ; and they 
are of such things as they have al- 
waies in a redines for that service : 


* Matt. xxvi. 27. Luke xxii. 17. 


t 1 Cor. x. 16,—xi. 33. 
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Such vestments and apparell of the 
priest, the albe, chesill, stole, dalma- 


tick, with such other; altar, altar- 

















clothes, corporasses, pixes, paxes, 
dishes, candlesticks, platters, censers, 
water-pots: All these, and the like, 
ought of right, to be used in the sa- 
critice of the masse, the better to dis- 
cern the body of Christ.” 

‘“« There are other ceremonies which 
they observe, and use in the very 
action itself, and celebration of the 
masse ; as in diverse gestures of the 
priest, to lift up his eyes, and cast 
them down again, and to lift them up 
the second, the third time ; some- 
times to cast abroad his hands, te 
close them againe, to warble with his 
fingers, to bow, to bend, to ducke, to 
turn on this side, and on that ; now on 
the right hand, againe on the left; 
to sigh, to smite upon his brest, to 
lift up the chalice, and show it to the 
people, and set it downe againe ; as 
also, the dividing of the host into 
three parts, which signifie three parts 
of the church, in heaven, in earth, 
and in purgatorie ; the rinsing of part 
thereof in wine, and eating part drie ; 
the washing of his fingers before con- 
secration ; kissing of the altar, the 
paten, the booke, the pax, the sprink- 
ling of holy water, censing of oders, 
crossing the chalice, the bread, their 
mouth, brest, and face ; which signe 
of the crosse, they make above twen- 
ty times in one masse while ; add also 
unto these the tedious and yrksome 
songs, the rude noise, and unedifying 
sound of strange instruments, and the 
whole course of their masse-musick, 
set forth in a strange language, and 
endited to the honour of saints. All 
these rites, with diverse more, they 
with force and maine, defend and. 
maintaine.”’{ 

Intimately connected with this dis- 
cussion, is the decree of the Roman 
Catholic Church, passed nearly five 


} See Willet’s Synopsis Papismi, Cont. 
13. Qu. 7. Also, Bellar. 1. 2de Missa, cap 
14, 15, Also, Conc. Trid. Sess. 22. Can. 7, 
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hundred years ago, in the Council of 
Constance, withholding from all the, 
laity of her communion, the use of 
the cup in the Eucharist. Our au- 
thor adverts to the practice, and, in 
apology, alleges— 

Piatt That the prohibition is disci- 
plinary, and not held by the church 
as necessary in all circumstances, and 
of perpetual continuance. But no 
reason can be shown, why the prohi- 
bition, if necessary for five centuries, 
should uot always be necessary. This 
explanation, if admitted as in any 
sense, an apology, is certainly no ex- 
cuse fur the injury done to the mil- 
lions who have resorted to her altars, 
The 

2d. Argument is drawn from a re- 
fined use of the incredible and absurd 
tenet of transubstantiation, which has 
already been proved to be anti-scrip- 
tural. “ Under either form of bread 
or wine,”’ says the writer, ‘“‘ Christ’s 
body and blood, soul and divinity, are 
entirely contained : the man who re- 
ceives either then, receives as much 
as he who partakes of both.” This 
apology falls with transubstantion. 
We are told, 

3dly. ‘+ That most of the reformed 
churches have declared that the sa- 
crament may be administered without 
the cup.”” Some protestant churches 
have, indeed, admitted the lawfulness 
(in cases of necessity only,) of giving 
and receiving the sacrament in one 
kind. But the practice of the Roman 
Catholic Church is utterly foreign 
from the usage to which this conces- 
sion relates. No necessity was ever 
alleged in justification of the former. 
It is, therefore, condemned by the 
unanimous suffrage of every Protes- 
tant, and all other christian churches. 

A reference to the original institu- 
tion of the Supper, and to apostolic 
wsage, will demonstrate, that the tra- 
ditions and decrees of the Roman 
Church, on this subject, have entire- 
ly set aside the command of God, and | 
mutilated his sacrament. Our Saviour 
took bread, gave thanks, broke. dis- 
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tributed, and commanded his disc: 
ples to eat of it. * After the same 
manner, also,’ says St. Paul, * de 
took the cup, saying, This, do ye, as 
often as drink it,’ &c. and, the evan- 
gelist, ‘ Drink ye all of this.’ In St. 
Paul’s instructions, relative to the 
celebration of the Supper, given to 
the Corinthians, he uniformly speaks 
of the bread and wine, as equally es- 
sential to the mght celebration of the 
ordinance, without the intimation of 
a distinction in fayour of any privi- 
leged class of communicants,* 

The denial of the cup to the laity, 
being of recent date in the Roman 
Church, and by the admission of all 
parties, deriving its whole force fron 
the arbitrary enactment ofits bishops, 
all the ancient fathers are, conse- 
quently, agatnst if. 

It has already been observed, that 
the principal, and by far the most va- 
lued, worship of the Roman Church, 
is that which either forms a consti- 
tuent part of the sacrifice, or is inti- 
mately connected with it. Hence, 
whatever attends this celebration, 
calculated to corrupt the purity, or 
obstruct the freedom of divine wor- 
ship, must powerfully tend to quench 
the spirit of true devotion, and obli- 
terate a rational piety from the 
church. It will never cease to min- 
ister cause of astonishment to the re- 
flecting world, and constitute a moral 
phenomenon of most difficult solution, 
that this church, as if to vindicate te 
herself the character of utter apos- 
tacy from primitive christianity, has 
decreed that her Masses,with all their 
attendant recitations, hymns, doxole- 
gies, and prayers, should, in all coun- 
tries, be celebrated in a language 
which, for a thousand years, has ceas- 
ed to be vernacular, or generally in- 
telligible, in any nation under heaven. 
The words of consecration are not 
only repeated in the Latin language, 


* 1 Cor. xi. 
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but, by the enffrages of Roman Catho- | 


lic divines.* ure uttered in so low 


and subdued a voice, as to be inaudi- | 


ble to the congregation. 

The end of social, or public, wor- 
ship, is defeated by this use of an un- 
intelligible language. So gross, and 
obvious, is the impropriety of intro- 
ducing a barbarous or strange dialect 
into a worshipping congregation, that 
the inspired apostle forbade so unsea- 
sonable a display, even of the mira- 
culous gifts of tongues, with which 








rimitive believers were endowed. 


t is remarkable, that throughout the | 
whole chapter,t devoted to the refor- | 


mation of this abuse, which had in- | 


vaded the Corinthian church, the | 


apostle deemed it necessary to appeal 
only to their natural sense of proprie- 
ty, for the absurdity of the practice : 
an appeal, which, for ten centuries, 
has been addressed in vain, to the 
church of Rome. 

Our author's apologies for this un- 
scriptural practice of his church, are 
too little in point to bear a recital. 
With satisfaction we perceive that he 
forbears to rebut, with arguments, 
the well-known, and positive deci- 
sions of scripture against him: and 
we commiserate the case of the man 
who ventures to acquiesce in what 
he cannot defend. 

The celebration of the public ser- 
vice, in an unknown tongue, is, we 
believe, peculiar to the church of 
Rome, with one sole exception. ‘ A 
branch of the Syrian church, sepa- 
rated several thousand miles from its 
parent stock, into an extreme part of 
Hindostan, appear to have continued 
the use of their primitive liturgy, in 
their declining state, long after its 
language ceased to be vernacular. 
We are, therefore, utterly at a loss 
to account for the bold, and entirely 
incorrect assertion of our author, in 
a matter of historical fact, that, ‘* The 
Greeks, the Russians, and the Arme- 
nians, the Syrians, Copts, Ethiopians, 


t 1 Cor. xiv. 


* Bellarm. cap. 11, 12. 
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and Georgians, together with the 


| other Eastern Christians, still retain 


the liturgies which they received 
trom the fathers of their faith, and 
which are written in languages, un- 
intelligible to the vulgar.” pp. 23, 24. 

The Greek is well known to be the 
vernacular language of every portion 
of the church of that name, where 
the liturgies, in that language, are 
still retained in use. The modern 
Greek, is, indeed, much degenerated 
from the purity of the ancient ; but 
the langnage of the liturgies, is still, 
from daily use, and the attention na- 
turally given to it, intelligible to a 
| Greek congregation. 

The liturgy of the Russian church 
is a modern translation from the 
Greek, into the vernacular Musco- 
vite ; and no unintelligible service is 
performed in that church. 

The services of the Armenian 
churches, are wholly celebrated in 
the language of the common people.} 

The modern and ancient Syraic, in 
the latter of which the liturgy of that 
church was composed, have the same 
relation and analogy to each other, 
which subsists between the ancient 
and modern Greek. A modern trans- 
lation appears not to have been adopt- 
ed, in this church, for two reasons: 
Ist. because the Maronites, who con- 
stitute a principal branch of it, are 
subject to the church of Rome ; and, 
2dly. because the original version of 
the liturgy, is not altogether unintel- 
ligible.§ 

In the Coptic, a remnant of the 
primitive Egyptian church, the litur- 
gies were anciently in the Greek, 
formerly the vernacular language. 
But they have had, in daily use, for 
many ages, an Arabic translation.|| 


¢ Omnes assistantes, linquam Armenicam 
qua utitur sacerdos, intelligunt. Cassand. 
Liturg. cap. 13. p. 31. See also Chitrarus. 

§ We except from this remark, the Syrian 
Christians of St. Thomas. 


|| See Adam's Religion Displayed. Art- 





Coptic Church. 
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The Georgian church has, for 
many years, hung on the very point 
ef extinction. It Sas, at this time, | 
scarcely a claim to the distinction of 
a christian community. The nate, 
rather than the vestiges of the chrts- 
tian doctrine, or character, discover- 
able in it, declares to us what it once 
was. Divine worship is awfully cor- 

rupted, and sadly neglected. The 
forms of worship resemble those ob- 
served by the Greek and Russian 
churches, with which its different 
branches are connected. 

The Abyssinian church is sunk 
equally low : a mixture of corrupted 
Judaism, and heathenism, has almost 
excluded primitive christianity from 
its pale. ‘The liturgy is in the verna- 
cular Abyssinian. 

In bringing this paper to a close, 
we cannot suppress a painful reflec- 
tion, which the investigation to which 
it has led us, has excited. We have 
no interest in rejecting any doctrine 
of the Roman Catholic, or any other 
creed, which will endure the ordeal 
of God’s word. But every peculi- 
arity of this, which we have hitherto 
examined, falls condemned betore it. 
The arguments to which its ablest ad- 
vocates resort, appear uiterly hollow 
and futile : and few of the faets which 
they advance to vindicate their cause, 
er the most authentic historical 
acts never will amount to conclusive 
proof of religious doctrine,) on ex- 
amination, are found either imeorrect 
in the statement, or utterly irrelative 
in their application. With dismal 
forebodings we contemplate the pe- 
riod, when a God of truth shall come 
to scrutinize the doctrines of this 
church, her worship, and her preten- 
sions ; and reward her strictly, ac- 
cording to her works and character. 
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Comrer, Dr. Nrevors, and all for- 
mer Krirvarists, Commentators, 
or others, upon the same subject ; 
collected and reduced into one con- 
tinued and regular method, and in- 
terspersed with new observations. 
By Cuances Wueariey, A. M, 
Vicar of Brent, and Furneux Pel- 
ham, in Herttordshire. From the 
Oxtord Edition of 1819." [Re- 
printing in Numbers of 32 pages 
each, by R. P. & C. Wittrams, 
Boston. The work will be compris- 
ed in 24.Nos. published monthly, by 
subscription, at 12 cents each. The 
Jirst number, very handsomely print- 
ed, on fine puper, has already made 
us appearance. | 


The terms of this work, it will be 
seen, are rendered easy by the man- 
ner of its republication. It is recom- 
mended by the House of Bishops, in 
the course of studies prescribed to 
candidates for orders ; and will prove 
instructive and interesting to all who 
wish tor information on the peculiar 
principles of our church, and particu- 
larly as affording a fall history, ex- 
planation, and defence, of that * form 
of sonnd words,”’ with which we are 
blessed. 





We have been favoured with the 
perusal of a manuseript copy of * An 
Abridgement of Burnet’s History of 
the Reformation of the Church of 
Eaghind;”” by the Rev. Benjamin 
Allea, of Virginia; which is now in 
the press, and will soon be published, 
in the City of Washington. 

The period which this history em- 
braces, and the events which it de- 
tails, are certainly among the most in- 
teresting disclosed in the annals of 
asikiad : ; and the latter are so tti- 
mately connected with the discipline 
and liturgy of the church to which 
we belong, as equally to illustrate, 
and commend every part of our ec- 
clesiastical system. 

It has long been a source of regret 
to us, that the substance of Bishop 
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Burnet’s work, which, not only in its | 
original form, but even in the abridge- 
ment extant, is too voluminous to be | 
generally possessed, or read, by our | 
lay brethren, should not have been 
brought into a compass sufliciently 
moderate to render it accessible to 
all. Our wishes, in this respect, are, 
in a good measure, accomplished by 
Mr. Allen’s Abridgement. It will 
comprise, in a single volume, of a me- 
dial duodecimo size, a judicious se- 
lection of properly connected facts, 
distributed into chapters of conve- 





nient length, and expressed in a style 
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in which the perspicuous, concise, 
and simple manner of the original,— 
and, in many instances, the precise 
language, are preserved. ‘Tis plan 
of abridgement, will form no incon- 
siderable recommendation of the 
work, to those acquainted with the 
historical writings of Bishop Burnet. 

We are pleased to learn, that he 
intends to give, in the Appendix to 
this volume. a Sketch of the Lives of 
the Principal Protestant Reformers ; 
anarucle, which, if judiciously fram- 
ed, will enhance the value ofthe pub- 
licatlon.—rpb. 
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London Prayer Book and Homily Society. 

Those who are best acquainted 
with the character of the formularies 
of the Episcopal Church, will be gra- 
titied to survey the doings of the Lon- 
don Prayer-Book, and Homily Socie- 
ty, which has been more than once 
mentioned in former numbers of this 
work. On perusing the Report of 
the Acting Committee, read before 
the Society at its annual meeting in 
May, 1819, we discover some very 
interesting particulars which we were 
not able, in our first notice of the Re- 
port, to present to our readers. The 
object of this body, it will be recol- 
lected, is, ** to circulate throughout 
the British empire, its colonies, and 
dependencies, the Book of Common- 
Prayer, including the XXXIX_ arti- 
cles, and the Homilies, either in se- 
parate sermons, or in volumes, with- 
out note or comment. 

A translation ef the Prayer-Book 
was made in 1712, into the Irish lan- 
guage, of which the Society has print- 
ed,in the Lrish character, a small edi- 
tion of 500 copies. ‘They were also 


engaged in reprinting a large edition 
of the Liturgy in Welch. 


'French, and Modern Greek, besides 
|the Welch and Lrish ; and of some of 
the Homilies, particularly the ist, on 
| Reading the Scriptures, and the 25th, 
‘into the German, Dutch, Spanish, 
‘italian, Modern Greek, French, 
| Manks, Arabic, and Chinese. 

| ‘The Society had made a grant to 
Dr. Morrison, the translator of the 
Morning and Evening Service, into 
the Chinese, suiticient to defray the 


poy of printing an edition of 


2000, for distribution among the 
| Chinese of Malacea, and the contigu- 
‘ous countries, and islands. 

The committee remark, “ that the 
good old sermons of our Reformers, 
‘have been printed ina separate form, 
rby the Society for Promoting Chris- 
tian Knowledge, and put in circula- 
tion among her widely diffused pub- 
lications.””  “ What a practical en- 
comium,”’ continue the committee, 


the Homilies, that the same argu- 
ments which they used, in their day 
and country, against Popery, and 
Popish doctrines, should be consider- 
ed, by competent judges, as better 
idapted than almost any others which 
have as yet been published, to satisfy 





Translations of the Liturgy had ei- 
ther been completed, or were mak- | 
ing, into the Chinese, Hisdostanee, 


eandid iaguirers, and to remove vari- 
ous scruples from the minds of the 





doubting, in these times, and in other 


‘‘ is it upon the revered authors of 
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lands!” The committee had been 
led to engage in procuring a transla- 
tion of the first homily, into the Ara- 
Ine, Modern Greek, Italian, and Span- ; 
ish, by the considerations sugyeste vd | 
in the following remarks of a corres- | 
pondent well versed in general and | 

Oriental literature. ‘* Upon pre-| 
senting a Bible to a Roman Catholic, 

I thought I could not better do away | 
the probable impression on his mand, | 

respecting the obscurity of the scrip- 
tures, and the consequent hopeless- 
ness of a layman, of little educ ation, 

undertaking to read them, than by 
putting into his hand the first homily. 
This, | was chielly led to do, because 
such strong expressions in favour of 
the practice, are brought forward in 
it, from the Fathers ; whose names, 
at least, are pretty familar to most 
Roman Catholics, and to whose au- 
thority they have been taught to bow. 
Might not this homily, on this ac- 
count, have an effect, both on laymen, 
and priests, in those countries, where 
the Fathers are highly valued, and 
where the perusal of the Bible ts dis- 
eouraged ?” 

Ina reference to the last Report 
of the Branch Association of Bristol, 
for the Distribution of the Prayer 
Book, and Homilies, the committee 
state, that “ ip one instance, a sailor 
lad regularly came and paid his Gd. 
per week, till he obtained a Prayer- 
Book ; and a young sailor, who lately 
died in the military hospital, was | 
known to have been in the habit of 
using a Prayer-Book, which was 
lodged there by the Association. The 
report given of him by his comrades, 
afforded grounds to hope that he had 
departed hence in peace. They say 
he resigned himself into the hands of 
his Saviour; and, calling to his bed- 
side, all in the same room, who were 
able tocome, he embraced them, and 
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Bibles, there was an increasing de- 
mand for Prayer-Books; so, in the 
present imstance it is seen, that the 
circulation of the Prayer-Book and 
Homilies, has awakened a desire to 
possess the whole volume of Revela- 
tion.”’ 

‘Among the most interesting cir- 
cumstances of the past year,’ the 
Report concludes, has heen the 
commencement of a correspondence: 
with several Episcopalian Ministers 
in the United states. What was so 





well kuown to be, till lately, the opi- 
nion of too many in our own country, 
with respect to the Homilies, one 
of these divines remarks, is still the 





+] 


case inthe United States.” * Some 
profess to consider them,”’ says he, 
* as not, in all respects, pronouncing 
the present faith of the church ; and, 
our people generally have very lit- 
tle knowledge of them.” ‘ They 
are loved by none but those who love 
the truth. We hope, however, that 
the Episcopalians of this union, will 
soon be better acquainted with 
them.” 

* The friends of the society will 
rejoice to hear, that through the ef- 
forts of some pious persons, a Prayer- 
Book, and Homily Society has been 
formed in Maryland.* The follow- 
ing is from tae official communication 
of that Society to the Secretary of 
this Institution. ‘+ Notwithstanding 
the distance by which we are separ- 





ated, in point of locality, yet are we 





brought nigh in the unity of the Spirit, 
and the bond of peace ; and, even 
across the great waters, we most cor- 
dially, and respectfully tender you 
the right hand of christiaa fellowship; 
Wishing you great success in your 
works of faith, and labours of love ; 
and, to yourself individu: uly, and to 
every member of your Society, the 








quietly breathed out his spirit.”” The 
same Report has a remark, which is | 
worthy of particular notice, ‘* As it 
was found, on another occasion, that, 





in proportion to the distribution of 


grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
‘the love of God, and the fellowship ot 
the Holy Ghost.” 


* An account of this Society, with its 
Annual Address, has been given in No, 2 
of the preceding vo ume of the Repertory, 
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‘To such sentiments as these, 
your committee—and, they doubt 
not, every Christian heart will join 
with them—most fervently add their 
cordial Amen. To the friends of 
vital religion in that distant quarter, 
they gladly extend the right hand of 
christian brotherhood, and wish them 


abundant success in the name of the | 


Lord e - 





The Society for Promoting the En- 
largement and Building of Churches 
in England, has made three grants, 
amounting to 29.3471. by which they 
have accommodated 36,386 persons, 
with seats in the churches and cha- 
pels : 26,306 are free seats for the 
poor.—B. Ree. 

The number of preaching stations 
among the Wesleyan Methodists, in 
Great Britain, is 318; and the num- 
ber of their preachers, not far from 
1000. ‘Twenty of the preachers be- 
long to the connexion, represented 
in the general conference, deceased 
within the last year; viz. 19 in Eng- 


land, 4 in Ireland, and 4 at Mission- | 


ary stations, 
— 
DOMESTIC SUMMARY. 

Education Society of Maryland and Virginia. 

The Education Society for Mary- 
laud and Virginia, held its annual 
meting on the 26th of October last, 
in Christ’s Church, Georgetown. 

The attendance was much more 
numerous than on any former occa- 
sion. It was highly gratifying to see 
so many of the clergy and laity from 
different and distant parts of the two 
dioceses, assembled on the anniver- 
sary of this important and useful in- 
stitution, ‘The same pious and bene- 
volent spirit which set on foot the 
formation of this Society, appears to 
have spread among the members of 
the church generally. and excited a 
warm and active interest in its behalf. 
Many of those who were, heretofore, 
incredulous respecting its success, 
and the benefits which, inits progress, 
it designed to confer upon the church, 
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‘have come forward, and cordially 

united in its support 
And, it ts hoped that all doubts are 
how removed from the minds of every 
friend of our Zion, in respect to its 
| usefulness in the great work of train- 
‘ing up pious and active young men for 
the important office of the ministry. 

For a more enlarged view of this 
interesting subject, see the subjoined 
circular, from the President, address- 
ed to the clergy within the two dio- 
ceses, 

The Society assembled at eleven 
o'clock; the morning service was 
performed by the Rev. Charles P. 
M‘tivaine, and a sermon was preach- 
ed by the Rev. E. M. Lowe. After 
which, the following ofhcers were 
elected for the ensuing year. 

Rev. W. H. Wilmer, D. D. President. 
W.D. Addison, 1 Vice-President. 
Wm. Hawley, 2 Do. and Secretary: 
C, Page, esq. Treasurer. 


| MANAGERS, 

| Rev. Oliver Norris, F.S Key, esq. 

| C. M‘ilvaine, Dan. Murray, esq. 

E.C. M*Guive, Rich. West, esq. 
Wm. Meade, = T. Henderson, M. D. 

| Geo. Lemon, E. I. Lee, esq. 

Chas. Mann, iP. Nelsen, esq. 

STANDING COMMITTEE. 

Rev. W. D. Addison, Richard West, 
Win. Hawley, Frans S. Key, 

C. P. M‘Uvaine, Tha “Henderson. 
The two following Resolutions 
were unanimously adopted, by the 
Board of Managers :-— 
Resolved,—T hat it is expedient to 
establish a Theological Professorship, 
'to be located at William and Mary 
‘college, or elsewhere, as the Society 
‘may, from time to time, order and 
direct. And, for the accomplishment 
of this important object, it is further 


Resolved,—That the President be, 
and he is hereby requested, to pre- 








‘pare a circular, explanatory of the 
object of the Society, and urging the 
‘strong claims of the church, upon 
‘the liberality of her members, for the 
furtherance of this desirable, and use- 





ful establishment; and, that he send 
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a copy thereof, to each of the clergy 
mn the two dioceses. 

At night, divine service was again 
performed, by the Rev. Thomas 
Horrel, and a sermon, adapted to the 
occasion, was preached by the Rev. 
Dr. Wilmer. After which, a collec- 
tion was made, for the benefit of the 
Society, amounting to $71 85. 

The following is a list of the do- 
nations, and additional subscribers, 
since the meeting, in May last :— 


life subjan,eub! don 
dolls. | dolls, | dolis, 
Col. A. Greer, in May last, 10 
Heory L Davis, D D.~. 20 
Wom Ramsay, eq. 5 
Hor C. M‘Elderry, esq. 50 
John T Stoddert, esq. 3 
Phiip +. L. Couter, e9q 5 
Thomas Jenife , esq 5 
Female Aungiliary Cent So- 
ciety of st. Joba's church, 
Washington, if 
Mrs Mary Custis, 10 
Young Lady, by Rev. E M 
owe - . 
Rey J. P. K Henshaw, 1 
Rev. Charles P. M'Ilvaine, 1 
Collection in Christ's Church, 
tie orgetown - - 71 35 
Congregation near Seotts- | 
ville, Albemarle co Va 
by Rev. Mr Heotch f 745 
This last item, in a former nomber, was incorrectly 
stated, to have come from Culpepper, Vir. 


21 81 
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The Society affords assistance to 
four young men, who are now engag- 
ed im the prosecution of their studies. 


The following is the Circular Address of the 
President of the Society, on the establish- 
ment of the Theological Professorship, 
agreeably to the second of the foregoing 


resolutions : 
Alexandria, Nov. 8, 1820. 


Rey. and Dear Sir—The managers 
of * The Society for Educating Young 
Men for the Ministry of the Protest- 
aut Episcopal Church, in Maryland, 
and Virginia,”’ having resolved, that it 
was expedient to establish a Theolo- 
gical Professorship, have instructed 
me to address you on the subject, and 
to solicit your aid and co-operation 
in furtherance of their resolution. 
They are encouraged to make this 
eflort, by the increasing interest 


plishment of the object now propos- 
ed. The establishment of such a 
Professors’ ip, is intimately connect- 
ed with the original design of the So- 
ciety, inasmuch as, afler having pro- 
vided the means of defraying the ex- 
| penses of a preliminary course of edu- 
cation, to pious and indigent young 
| men, it becomes highly important te 
furnish them with the means of com- 
| pleting their course of Theological 
study, under a competent instructer, 

‘The importance and necessity ofa 
well-educated ministry, are too ob- 
vious, and generally acknowledged, 
to require any illustration. Without 
it, no church can prosper, or be res- 
pectable. And, it is matter of con- 
gratulation, that among ail denomina- 
tions of christians, there is an increas- 
ing attention to this subject. Our own 
church, in this matter, has been far 
behind the just expectations which 
have heen formed of her wealth, ta- 
lents and pi¢ty. J But, though late, 
she is now resolved, with earnest 
measures, to pursue this great object. 
At her General Convention holden in 
1817, she established a General The. 
ological Seminary ; and, in 1820, re. 
newed, by the same authority, her 
sanction of this measure. ‘This Ge- 
neral Institution was then transferred 
to New-Haven, in Connecticut, and 
has commenced under circumstances 
which augur the most beneficial re- 
sults. As intiniately connected with 
the reputation and prosperity of the 
church, and as sanctioned by her 
highest authority, (this institution 
claims our best wishes and eilorts. 
As churchmen, we rejoice in a mea- 
sure, which promises to retrieve the 
character of our church, from an apa- 
‘thy so foreign to her own principles, 
‘and to the commendable zeal and ac- 
tivity of other churches. We hope 











and believe, that it will prosper. 


yi We wish it therefore to be under- 


which the friends of the church take | stood, that our eflorts are not intend- 
in the concerns of the Society ; and | ed to supersede, ov to militate against, 
from the great benefits which must Jite General Seminary, but to co- 
result from the successfel accom- § operate in subordination and sabservi- 
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ency toit, though in asphere so hum- || which are necessary to support a pro- 
ble, as to embrace subjects which he i fessor, we shall enter at once upon 
beyond the reach of that greater body. | all the benefits which are attained in 


‘he managers deem it their duty | 
to take advantage of the peculiar cir- | 
cumstance, which, in tus case pre-| 


" . i 
sent themselves in favour of the at-' 


tempt to establish a local seminary in | 


the southern country. 1. The ute 
lege of William and Mary has offered 


other cases, only after many years of 
| labour, and great expense. We shall, 
in fact, have gotten all the valuable 
| purposes of a college of our own. 

We cannot but hope then, that an 
object soimportant, and circumstances 
so favourable for the attainment of it, 


to theological students, certain privi- / will be duly appreciated and cherish- 


leges, which will render the resources 
that may be obtained in this section of 
country, more effective and useful, in 
their appropriation in that way, than 
in any other. 2. It is ascertained 
that the public will give more liber- 
ally and cheerfully, to an object thus 
brought home to them, and identified 
with their local interests and associa- 
tions, than to the remote, though 
equally important one at New-Haven. 
It seems proper, therefore, to adopt 
that plan, which both raises the 
largest amount of fund, and renders 
that fund efficient to the largest quan- 
tum of benefit. Both these objects, 
we think, will be attained. by cher- 
ishing the local project of the society. 

The plan proposed is, to provide 
funds for a Theological Professor, 
who will, probably be located at Wil- 
liam and Mary College. 
tution is now supplied with able pro- 
fessors, and with all the securities for 
procuring a complete education. The 
faculty, with one exception, have of- 
fered a gratuitous course of instruc- 
tion to all bona fide students of theo- 
logy. An excellent theological libra- 
ry is attached to the college ; and, in 
the event of our succeeding in a pro- 
fessorship, a very valuable private 
library, belonging to a clergyman of 
our church, will be added by that 
worthy person. The living at Wil- 
liamsburg is cheap, and the climate 
healthy, except during the months of 
vacation, when the professor and 
students might easily, and to the ad- 
vantage of their health, remove in- 
to the upper country. 





ed. Now ts * the flood” in the tide 
of our affairs, which, if improved, 
cannot fail to lead us to a prosperous 
lissue. ‘The object is one, which ral- 
ilies around it every variety of mo- 
tive. It appeals to the mortifying 
}and surprising fact, that this southern 
land, so rich in resources, in wealth, 
genius, and piety, should be depend- 
‘ent on foreign institutions, for the 
| education, the habits, and principles, 
| of those who are destined to fill her 
“highest offices. But, it appeals to 
| weightier motives still,in the connex- 
ion which it has with the prosperity 
‘of the church, and the glory of the 
/Redeemer’s kingdom. In this view 
‘it claims the fervent prayers, and 
| warmest endeavours, of all who love 
/God, and have any proper sense of 
‘the value of immortal souls. To 


That insti- eges: it speaks of the waste places 


of Zion repaired ; of the temples of 
God, now * frowning in portentous 
silence over our land,” once more 
made vocal with his praise: of aged 
parents lifting up to heaven their 
faded eyes, now lighted up with joy, 
that their children will be permitted 
to ** dwell in the house of the Lord, 
to behold the beauty ofthe Lord, and 
to inquire in bis temple.’’—It tells of 
instruction to the ignorant ; of pardon 
for sin; of peace and joy to the 
weary and heavy laden ; of comfort, 
and triumph, and hope, to the sick 
and dying ; of consolation administer- 
ed to the anguish that kneels at the 
grave of departed worth ; of griefas- 
jsuaged, and tears wiped away ; ol the 
gates of heaven opened to redeemed 








Thus, with the small contributions | 


and blood-washed souls. It points to 
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these glorious issues, as flowing to 
ages yet unborn, through the instra- 
mentality of those, whom your boun- 
ty may enable the Society to raise 
up, and send forth to preach the un-| 
searchable riches of Christ. In a 
charity so noble, ta Cause which as- 
sociates us with God himsel!, we be- 
lieve that many will rejoice to co- 
operate. While they have the op- 
portunity, we entreat them tor their 
own sakes, as well as for the cause 
we plead, to * make to themselves 
friends of the mammon of unright- | 
eousness,”” by giving liberally of that| 
portion, which God lias intrusted to 
them as his stewards. Of those who 
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have much, much will be required, 
both while they live, and when, at| 
their death, they may have it in their) 
power to live anew by bequeathing 
something to this great charity. From 
those who have but little, a less sum | 
given with a right spirit, will be ac- 
ceptable to God, and effectual to our 
purpose ; since, by the aggregate of 
many small sums, like the accumu- 
Jation of many drops of water, a co- 
pious fountain may be formed to re- 
tresh a thirsty and parched land. 
1 am respectfully, 

Your friend and obt. servant, 

WM. H. WILMER, 
President of the Society. 


Sean Rt 
The two professorships of the 
Theological Seminary in Princeton, 
N. J. have been respectably filled, 
ever since the foundation of that in- 








stitution, with a very inadequate per- 
manent endowment for either. ‘The 
sum requisite for their support, has 
been uniformly raised, by annual ap- 
peals made, at the recommendation 
of the General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, to the different 
congregations, in their connexion. 
This resource has never yet failed to 
afford the means of defraying the ex- 
penses of the Seminary, even when 
greatly, and suddenly increased by 
extraordinary appropriations for 








erecting new buildings, and other- } 
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wise providing for the greater effi- 
ciency and usetulness of the institu- 
tion. This method of prolonging 
the operations of so important an es- 
tablishment, notwithstanding the spe- 
cial advantages which some have ven- 
tured to ascribe to it, 1s certainly not 
to be preferred to a permanent pro- 
vision. But, the fact of its entire 
success, for so many years, and 
amidst so many fluctuations, both in 
the expenses of the Seminary, 
and the productive wealth of the 
country, proves, that much may be 
done for theological education, even 
without endowed professorships. But 
to attain this object, a deep and gen- 
eral conviction of its importance 
wnong both ministers and people, and 
a perfect and steady union of senti- 
ment and etlort, in the accomplish- 
ment of it, are indispensable. These 
have constituted to the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, 
their chie. encouragement for the 
continuance of their establishment, 
and the ground on which they have, 
every year, in anticipation, directed 
very considerable disbursements. Let 
a similar sentiment become general 
among Episcopalians, in the States of 
Virginia, Maryland, and North-Caro- 
lina, and a general disposition to unite 
in the object, be ascertained to exist, 
and we view it virtually accomplish- 
ed Its failure, could then be hardly 
attributed to any other cause than a 
distrust of the Providence of God, or 
inexcusable remissness in those, 
whose duty it ts to combine, and di- 
rect the resources of the church. The 
recent example of the Presbyterian 
Synods of Georgia, and North and 
South Carolina, deserves an honour- 
able mention. ‘They have united in 
a voluntary obligation, to raise fifteen 
thousand dollars, in five years, to be 
funded for the support of a Professor 
at the Seminary. The last report of 
the Synod of North Carolina, in an- 
nouncing its assumption of a propor- 
tionate share of this provision, de- 
clares the confident expectation, that 
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double the specified sum will be rais- 
ed for the object, in the time pro- 
posed.—rDITORS. 

A Female Education Society, Aux- 
iliary to the Episcopal Education So- 
ciety, for Maryland and Virginia, was 
organized in Charles county, Md. in 
the month of October last : the con- 
stitution of which has been publish- 
ed. From the spirit which the ladies 
of this new institution, evince, and 
the liberality which has already mark- 
ed their contributions, we flatter our- 
selves that it will prove a valuable 
and important auxiliary. 

Consecration of Christ Church, Gardiner. 

On Wednesday, the 18th of Octo- 
ber, the festival of St. Luke the 
Evangelist, Christ Church, at Gardi- 
ner, in the State of Maine, was so- 


lemnly consecrated to the service of 


Almighty God, by the Right Rever- 
end the Bishep of the Eastern Dio- 
cess. Notwithstanding the badness 
of the roads, occasioned by the late 
heavy rains, and the unfavourable 
state of the weather, there was a large 
and highly respectable congregation. 
The Rey. 
the new church, read the deed of}, 
Consecration, by which the founders 
devoted it for ever to the service of 
God, according to the usage of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church, in the 
United States, The Bishop's sen- 
tence of Consecration was read by 
the Rey. Dr. Jarvis, of Boston, who 
also preached a sermon adapted to 
the occasion. Morning prayers were 
read by the Rev. Mr. Morss, of New- 
buryport ; and the communion was 
administered by the Bishop. We 
were gratified to see some of our dis- 
senting brethren, and particul: irly two 
of the Congregational ministers, ap- 
proach the Lord’s Table, and devout- 
ly receive the sacrament, from the 
hands of the Bishop. We hail with 


pleasure all such indications of the 
abandonment of those prejudices 


Mr. Olney, the Rector of} 
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| separation from episcopacy. May 
| ‘this returning desire, to promote the 
“unity of the Spiritin the bond of 
| peace,”’ become continually more and 
;more extensive! We cannot omit 
| noticing the exceilence of the singing, 
‘and particularly, because it is so rare, 
‘the excellence of the chaunting. The 
| Te Deum, though the choir were not 


! much accustomed to chaunting, we 


have never heard with so much plea- 
sure. 

On the following day, (October 19,) 
the Bishop administered Confirma- 
tion, but the heavy rain prevented 
the greater part of those who were 
‘to have received that rite, from at- 
_ tending. 
| After the Consecration, the Bishop 
visited the churches in the Eastern 
section of the diocess, and performed 
the holy rite of Confirmation at Port- 
land, Portsmouth, Newburyport, and 
Salem. The whole number in these 
several places, may be estimated at 
eighty or ninety.—C. Repos. 

A new stone building, in St. John’s 
‘parish, near Belle-air, Harford co. 
| Maryland, was consecrated to the ser- 
vice of Almighty God, by the Right 
Reverend James Kemp, D. D. on 
‘Sunday, October Ist, 1820. At which 
itime, the holy rite of Confirmation 
was administered to forty-two per- 
sons, in that solemn and impressive 





manner, which should ever attend so 
important an ordinance. And, 

On Thursday October 12th, was 
consecrated, by the same, in St. 
James’ Parish, Baltimore county, a 
new stone building, by the name of 
Trinity Church. 

A Female Mite Society has lately 
been established in Newburyport ; 
and they have collected in subscrip- 
tions and donations, the sum of $38 50, 
and transmitted the same to the Trea- 
surer of the American Board of Com- 
wissioners for Foreign Missions, to be 
devoted to the missions among our 








which originally led to the unhappy 


Western Indians. 


